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From June 17 to July 14, 2018, the 18th General 
Chapter of our Society was celebrated in Nemi. 

As in the preceding seventeen General Chapters, its 
task was to inspire all our members with a new zeal 
for the mission, initiate a renewal of spirit, and in-
troduce some re-thinking and innovation to our reli-
gious-missionary life and activity. 

Now, three years after the celebration of the 18th 
General Chapter—that is, halfway through the term 
of our administration—we would like to invite you 
to take time to reflect on what has been happening 
in these past years and look ahead to the remaining 
three years. How has the 
Spirit been guiding us in 
the process of renewal and 
transformation, both per-
sonally and communally? 
Has there been any renew-
al and transformation tak-
ing place in ourselves and 
our community life and 
mission? How are we im-
plementing the decisions 
and recommendations of 
the Chapter? 

Keeping in mind some key elements of the Chap-
ter document, namely, discernment, witnessing to re-
newal and transformation, we would like to present 
the following observations and make some recom-
mendations for the future.

Discernment 
The Chapter declares that renewal and transfor-

mation need a commitment to ongoing discernment 
(#3). All decisions regarding our life and mission 
should come out of a discernment process based on 
the Word of God and the reading of signs of the time. 
We have realized that in many PRMs, Bible or Life 

sharing has been an integral part of the programs of 
our meetings, assemblies, and community activities—
a practice that was implemented during the Chapter 
itself. Nevertheless, the practice of Bible sharing re-
mains a significant challenge in our communities. 

The information received from the PRMs during 
this pandemic indicates that in most of the SVD com-
munities, confreres spend more quality time together 
and gather for spiritual exercises. Therefore, it will be 
enriching and inspiring to share the images of God 
we carry in our hearts—images that direct the way we 
think, act, and judge. 

Renewal of our life 
Community life: Our 

community life character-
izes our way of being reli-
gious. Our communities 
have two essential features: 
firstly, they are intercultur-
al/international; secondly, 
their members are brothers 
and priests. Our witness in 
living in a fraternal com-

munity of brothers and priests encourages the Church 
to fight against clericalism. Therefore, all efforts must 
be taken to address signs of clericalism germinating 
among us. 

Our commitment to live and nourish intercultur-
ality generates both praises and challenges. We are 
admired and regarded by other religious congrega-
tions and local churches as experts in interculturality. 
However, we also have to face our difficulties in living 
our character of interculturality consistently. 

The biggest challenge to our life and mission since 
last year is the COVID-19 Pandemic. Forty-one con-
freres from the four zones have lost their lives because 
of the virus or complications resulting from it. More 
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than 400 confreres have been infected with the vi-
rus. Many of us are also mourning because of the 

deaths of our relatives, SVD collaborators and bene-
factors, and members of our lay groups.

In this time of crisis, our community life is tested. 
In general, confreres take care of one another. But 
there are also situations where this is not the case. 
Some of us tend to close ourselves in fear and sus-
picion. Others are suffering from loneliness which 
sometimes leads them to resort to vices. Community 
leaders, rectors, and district superiors are in a special 
way tasked to help such confreres. 

Formation: To provide a good initial formation for 
our young members, we need viable formation pro-
grams, committed formators, and adequate facilities. 
The evaluation of the pre-and novitiate programs is 
underway. In addition, the General Council is cur-
rently designing a ratio formationis generalis for our 
formation programs.

Identifying, preparing, and ac-
companying formators is still a big 
challenge for our Society. To be a 
formator is a challenging minis-
try, which is vital for the whole 
Society. We thank all confreres 
who dedicate themselves to for-
mation work; simultaneously, 
we want to encourage others to 
commit themselves to the forma-
tion of our young members. 

The COVID-19 Pandemic and 
our finances: The COVID-19 Pandemic 
will affect the financial condition of our Society. 
This situation calls for a more consistent living of our 
vow of poverty. For instance, we need to be transpar-
ent and accountable for any income we receive. 

Financial solidarity is needed primarily to cover the 
expenses of formation, take care of the sick and ag-
ing confreres, and support our work in difficult mis-
sions. While continuous financial solidarity among 
the PRMs is called for, more efforts must be made in 
other PRMs to generate income and lessen expenses. 

Leadership: Leadership is at the service of the So-
ciety. It can only be effective with the support of the 
members. The General Chapter document speaks 
about servant leadership and responsible member-
ship. One of the challenges of superiors is how to 
handle the situations of confreres who fail to live up 
to their vows. In dealing with such cases, we follow 
the norms of the Church, the Society, and the respec-
tive countries. Those in leadership should deal with 
the issues promptly. To avoid such problematic situ-
ations, preventive steps should be taken by superiors 
and formators by organizing regular activities for on-

going formation. 

Transformation of the Mission 
Unexpectedly, the COVID-19 Pandemic has giv-

en us an impetus to rethink and prepare for the future 
of our mission. Several meetings and seminars have 
been organized at different levels. The crisis exposes 
our vulnerability and that of others. At the same time, 
it makes us aware of the importance of prophetic dia-
logue in collaborating with different partners to work 
for the future of humanity and the world. 

Putting the Last First: Many initiatives have been 
taken by individual confreres and SVD communi-
ties and PRMs to address the situation of those who 
suffer most in the Society. It is vital that individual 
missionary initiatives of confreres be supported by 
and shared with community members. In this way, 
the community or PRM can own them and guarantee 
their continuity. On the other hand, private projects 
frequently cause problems because of their ambiguity 

regarding their nature, accountability, and 
liability. 

In this time of COVID-19 Pan-
demic, it is encouraging to see 
how our SVD communities and 
PRMs collaborate with SSpS 
and lay mission partners to 
reach out to the poor, distribute 
food to the homeless, and make 
our facilities available to the sick. 

With the help of our SVD mission 
offices, we can support projects 

meant to serve the poor, the sick, and 
the marginalized sectors of society. 

Our care for Creation: As missionaries work-
ing in many parishes, running a good number of edu-
cational institutions, and involved in several commu-
nication centers, we have the potential to disseminate 
the concern and interest of the environment to the 
world. Together with the whole Church, we are work-
ing to be part of the Laudato Si movement by imple-
menting a seven-year action plan to realize the goals 
of the encyclical. 

The use of communication technology in the di-
gital era: The General Chapter also speaks of the digi-
tal age in the digital generation and digital technology. 
In this time of COVID-19 Pandemic, many confreres, 
young and old, in all PRMs, have proven themselves 
as experts in using the communication technology to 
communicate spiritual reflections, transmit prayers 
and liturgical celebrations online, and organize meet-
ings and assemblies on the internet. And yet, we also 
have to admit that there are confreres who still need 
to learn to use digital technology properly. Therefore, 
wisdom, sensitivity, and prudence should be observed 
and cultivated to comment on social media. 

We would 
like to invite you to 

take time to reflect on 
what has been happen-
ing in these past years 
and look ahead to the 

remaining three 
years.
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Promotion of lay missionaries: In these last three 
years, much is going on regarding the promotion of 
lay missionaries. At the PRM levels, the mission sec-
retaries, in collaboration with other confreres, are 
implementing programs to form our laity to help 
them better understand their mission as baptized 
Christians. In some PRMs, new groups of laypeople 
who want to share the missionary charism of Saint 
Arnold have been created. 

A significant development is the meeting of the lay 
groups at the zonal level. In this pandemic, different 
zoom meetings have been organized by our Genera-
late Mission Secretary to bring together the different 
lay groups of the zones. We hope this development 
will slowly bind them closer at the higher level of our 
Society. 

Conclusion 
At the start of our administration, we have chosen 

Faithful to the Word – One with the People as our 

motto. Following Jesus, the Incarnate Word of God 
brings us closer to God’s people. In the closeness to 
the people, especially with the least and the last, we 
encounter Jesus, the Word made flesh. This time of 
COVID-19 Pandemic proves the relevance and ur-
gency of this motto. We can only face a crisis, be it of 
personal or communal nature if we remain faithful 
to the Incarnate Word, who has called us to be His 
missionaries and to be one with the people who share 
with us the same dignity as sons and daughters of 
Lord and who are also entrusted to participate in His 
mission. Therefore, to continue in the way of renewal 
and transformation, to be true to the spirit of the last 
General Chapter, and to be committed to implement-
ing the Chapter’s decisions, we need to remain faith-
ful to Word and one with the people.

Fr. Paulus Budi Kleden SVD and the Leadership Team

On July 9, 2021, at 17:30 hrs., was the blessing 
of the renovated building on the grounds of 

Centro Ad Gentes (CAG) Nemi. Present for the oc-
casion were the members of the General Council and 
the Generalate. They just ended their retreat with Sister 
Anna Damas, SSpS. Also in attendance were members 
of the SVD community of CAG, and Collegio del Ver-
bo Divino, SSpS headed by the Congregational Leader 
Maria Theresia Hörnemann, the architect and his team 
of builders and their wives, among others.

Fr. Budi Kleden officiated the blessing of the Giovan-
ni Schutte building. Giovanni Schutte's name recogniz-
es the sixth Superior General's vision to acquire Nemi 
and contribute to its development as an international 
renewal center. 

The Giovanni Schutte building includes twenty-
five self-contained rooms with individual heating and 
cooling system, a chapel and two meeting halls. The 
renovated building is located a few meters down from 
the main CAG building. 

Three years ago, the General Council decided not 
to continue hiring the building to the company Santa 
Vittoria. Instead, use this building to supplement the 
growing demand of the Centro Ad Gentes. The renova-
tion work lasted for one year. 

The renovated building will now increase the Cen-
ter's ability to host groups. In our case, like in General 
Chapters, it will lessen the number of confreres to stay 
outside the Center. Now CAG has 118 single rooms 
with 150 beds.

Blessing of the renovated building at 
Centro ad Gentes Nemi

Generalate News 

Fr. Budi Kleden officiated the blessing of the Giovanni 
Schutte building.

The renovated building will now increase the Center's ability to 
host groups.
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The Road to the 19th General Chapter in 2024
In preparation for the 19th General Chapter 2024, 

Fr. Superior General Budi Kleden and his Council 
invite all Provinces/Regions/Missions to do the follow-
ing two things:

-Present two major concerns that the Province/Re-
gion/Mission feels the Chapter should Address.

-Based on the two concerns, the Provinces/Regions/
Missions propose a theme for the 19th General Chap-
ter. 

Members of the PRMs are duly asked to respond to 
this task of sharing these two concerns and proposing a 
theme. Therefore, we invite you to send your concerns 
and theme before November 30, 2021.

New Structure of 
the Arnold Janssen Spirituality Center

We are happy to announce that the SSpS/SSp-
SAP/SVD joint General Councils have agreed 

upon a new structure for spiritual animation in our 
congregations. 

The objectives of the new structure are:
-To promote and animate Arnold Janssen Spiritu-

ality and our Congregations’ rich Spiritual heritage 
among members of the Arnoldus Family, lay partners, 
and others;

-To foster the contextualization of this spirituality 
into today’s reality;

-To form and train spiritual animators;
-To reflect, research, and prepare materials, publica-

tion of articles;
-To promote the ongoing interchange of informa-

tion/ideas between other related disciplines or dimen-
sions (e.g., RCI, VIVAT);

The proposed structure is now based on the prin-
ciples of decentralization, participation, collaboration, 
and contextualization. We have updated the name to 
“Arnold Janssen Spirituality Network” (AJSN). It will 
be composed of three levels:

1. Congregational (International Core Team (ICT), 
Extended Team, Advisory Group)

2. Continental/Zonal
3. Province/Region/Mission/National
As of now, the following members have been ap-

pointed to the International Core Team:
• Fr. Peter Dusicka (Slovakia) Province of SVK
• Fr. Dennis Manzana (Philippines) Province of SIN
• Sr. Maria Cristiana Avalos (Argentina) Rome
• Sr. Teresa Sri Wahyuni (Indonesia) Province of JAV

New Generalate Assistant Secretary for Brothers’ 
Formation and Education

In its meeting of 
June 8, 2021, Fr. Su-

perior General, with the 
consent of his Council, 
appointed Bro. Douglas 
Simonetti of the KEN 
Province as the new 
Generalate Assistant 
Secretary for Brothers’ 
Formation and Educa-

tion of the Society of the Divine Word ad finem sex-
enium 2018-2024, effective on August 15, 2021. Bro. 
Douglas will take the place of Bro. Carlos José Ferrada 
now the Generalate JPIC Coordinator. 

Bro. Douglas hails from Brazil. At the moment of his 
new appointment, Bro. Douglas is the Coordinator for 
the Bible Apostolate of the KEN Province and the Di-
vine Word Boys High School, Katani, Machako-Nairo-
bi, Kenya. We congratulate Bro. Douglas Simonetti for 
his new appointment. 

Online Workshop for new PRM Superiors
The General Council organized some online ses-

sions by Zones with the new PRM Superiors on 
specific topics related to their leadership service. After 
consulting the Zonal Coordinators, with the consent of 
the General Council, a new round of online sessions by 
Zones was conducted. The sessions were held on:

1. ASPAC 21-22 June 2021
2. AFRAM 24-25 June 2021
3. EUROPE 28-29 June 2021
4. PANAM 1-2 July 2021
The sessions in the Zones included an interaction 

between PRM Superiors and General Council. The 
Council and the Officials answered the topics/ques-
tions raised earlier by the PRM Superiors in their let-
ters. The PRM Superiors also discussed some specific 
concerns in an open forum.

The PRM Superiors presented a report on the SVD 
and the Pandemic. They shared their current situation, 
effect on personnel and finances, and strategies and 
courses of action to face the numerous challenges pre-
sented by the Pandemic.

Caucus: Planning Sessions
From June 10 until June 16, 2021, the General 

Council, headed by Superior General Paulus 
Budi Kleden, along with the Zonal Coordinator of Eu-
rope, and the officials of the Generalate, met in Centro 
Ad Gentes in Nemi for the Caucus (Planning Sessions). 
Unfortunately, the Zonal Coordinators of ASPAC, PA-
NAM, and AFRAM and some coordinators joined the 

Brother Douglas Simonetti, SVD
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planning session online due to travel restrictions be-
cause of the Pandemic. 

The different Generalate officers, secretaries, and co-
ordinators presented their reports that included pro-
grams and animation activities amid the still ongoing 
Pandemic. Time was also devoted to discussing and 
reviewing the First Assignments, briefing for General 
Visitations, and Sesquicentennial Celebration.

Congratulations, we have two new Doctors

Fr. Bernardus Hayong, SVD (IDE), successfully 
defended his doctoral thesis in Philosophy at 

Pontificia Universita Gregoriana on May 31, 2021. His 
doctoral thesis title was "Knowing Persons through 
Narrative: 

A Critical engagement with Second-person Experi-
ence in the Philosophy of Eleonore Stump." 

There are three main scopes or goals of this study.
To examine how the narrative analysis mediating 

second-person experience contributes both to self-un-
derstanding and understanding others,

To analyze and understand the nature of knowledge 
that is acquired through narrative,

To evaluate its applicability in human interpersonal 
relationships.

Several confreres and well-wishers of Bernard fol-
lowed the doctoral dissertation closely. Finally, we con-
gratulate Fr. Hayong for his hard work and commit-
ment.

Fr. Alex Dancar, SVD (JPN), effectively defended his 
doctoral thesis in Fundamental Theology at Pontificia 
Universita Gregoriana in on June 30, 2021. His thesis’ 
title was “Fondamenti Teologici della Prassi Religiosa 
Trascendentalita o Storicita? Un Confronto tra K. 
Rahner e H. Waldenfels nel Contesto del Vivere Cris-
tiano in Indonesia.

In his defense, Fr. Alex laid 
out the relationship between 
Rahner's transcendentality 
and Waldenfels' historicity. It 
is an intersection of two dif-
ferent methodological paths. 
One always exists and func-
tions equally as a cognitive 
path for understanding and 
practicing the Christian faith

A good number of con-
freres joined Fr. Alex and 
witnessed his clear responses 
to the questions presented by 
the examining panel. Good 

job!
Both doctors are now finalizing their manuscripts 

for an eventual publication as part of the requirement 
for their doctoral studies. After that, Bernard and Alex 
will be returning to their provinces and take up profes-
sorial positions in their fields of expertise.

Closure of the Academic Year
On June 24, 2021, the Collegio del Verbo Divino 

gathered first to celebrate the Holy Eucharist 
on the occasion of the official closure of the academic 
year. During the meal, several confreres who finished 
their doctoral and licentiate studies were honored and 
felicitated. Two confreres: Fr. Bernard Hayong and Fr. 
Alex Dancar defended their doctoral dissertations in 
philosophy and fundamental theology, respectively. Fr. 
Josef Gwozdz from CAM will be defending his doc-
toral dissertation in Spirituality this October 21, with a 
particular focus on the priestly identity and spirituality 
of Bishop Novak SVD.

Six confreres finished their licentiate programs:
Fr. Azure, Emmanuel Yenmi-Canon Law
Fr. D’Souza, Dixson Lawrence-Spirituality
Fr. Orečný, Stanislav-Spirituality
Fr. Subandi, Fransiskus-Moral Theology
Fr. Peter, Wilson Wilfred – Sacred Scriptures
On occasion, the new students for the coming aca-

demic year presented themselves in Italian. Well done. 
Their language course is working.

FROM THE EDITOR 

The next issue of Arnoldus Nota covers the month 
of August-September 2021. The issue will come 

out on September 1. If you have any news, updates, or 
interesting stories to share, the deadline for submission 
is August 20.

Fr. Alex with the Rector of 
Collegio del Verbo Divino, Fr. 
Madziar.

Fr. Bernard with the examining panel and Father General.
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Father Norbert Cuypers SVD, has been living on the 
Dörnschlade between Wenden and Hünsborn since No-
vember 2020. He holds a devotion and he likes to call 
it an "evening impulse." To inspire and motivate those 
who come for this evening impulse is the presence of the 
Corona Cross. Fr. Norbert shares this spiritual journey.

The idea for a so-called Corona Cross came from 
Werner Hesse, a layman who is a native of the 

area. As a devout Christian, he has had an eye for mar-
ginalized people and social hardships in society all his 
life. "In many quiet hours, I have thought about this 
terrible time of the pandemic. The dire consequences 
resulting from the pandemic touched me deeply," ex-
plains the 73-year-old. His Corona Cross stands for re-
membrance, solidarity and hope in this pandemic.

Four symbols on the cross bars are expressions of 
this pandemic. The virus symbol stands for the threat 
to our lives. The Aesculapian staff stands for the many 
who provide medical and nursing assistance and sup-
port to those affected, often going to their limits or even 
beyond. The globe represents the millions of people 
who have died from COVID-19 around the world. The 
candle is a symbol of solidarity with those affected and 
their loved ones. The three Red Waves on the cross rep-
resent the three Corona Waves. 

When asked about the common responses of the 

people who have seen and prayed in the presence of the 
Corona Cross, Fr. Norbert responded, “The message 
of the Corona Cross is immediately apparent to many 
people, not only to Christians. Christ, who suffers on 
the cross, represents the compassionate God, who is 
also close to people when the need is great and people 
have to suffer. God does not leave people alone even in 
the time of the pandemic.”

Hardly any event has affected our social life and our 
global community as much as the COVID-19 pan-
demic that we are currently experiencing worldwide. A 
virus wipes out human lives, tears people apart, makes 
them lonely. To bear this fate is a cross.

As the people gather and pray with this cross they are 
looking for answers to why this pandemic happened or 
perhaps seeking lessons learned out of this. The fragility 
of our lives is particularly evident in the death of some-
one close to us. Dreams are shattered, plans thwarted, 
hopes destroyed. Relatives have the feeling of standing 
in front of a pile of broken pieces. The fragments that 
once made a whole are saddening. 

Those who look at the misery and hardship that the 
pandemic has caused will ask, like Christ on the cross, 
"My God, why?" And like Christ, they will very likely 
not get an answer to that question. But Jesus' last words 
on the cross can point the way: "Into your hands I com-
mit my life!" Looking at the cross challenges us humans 

Thoughts and Reflections

The message of the Corona Cross

--- Norbert Cuypers SVD/
Nicole Voss

People pray in the presence of the Corona Cross.
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to trustingly place our lives in God's hands. In the 
words of Blaise Pascal: "It is inconceivable what God 
can do with the fragments of our lives if we leave them 
entirely in his hands."

According to Fr. Norbert the Corona Cross can be 
borrowed by interested parties. The religious denomi-
nation where the Corona Cross is to be placed does not 
matter. What matters is that the message of the sign of 
the cross is understood. So it is planned that the cross 
will be placed in schools, churches, chapels or also in 
institutions for the elderly in the future.

For Werner Hesse, who had the idea for the cross, 
which was designed by calligrapher Rolf Frank Röm-
hild, the social-caritative aspect is also important. 
Wherever the cross is placed, donations are requested. 
It worked. One evening, 440 Euros filled the donation 
box of the hospice. Since mid-May, the Corona Cross 
has already made several stops as a memorial and re-
minder, and still has a few more ahead of it.

Since March 2020, we have become more aware of 
what this invisible enemy, the COVID-19 virus, 

can cause. Here in Brazil, we have passed the mark of 
500,000 people dead and thousands infected. These hu-
man losses have caused unfinished mourning and thus 
provoked a change in the way we lived until then.

Social distancing, the use of masks, sanitizers, and 
communication technologies, have allowed the change 
to be strongly felt in our way of relating to others. We 
experience and face this new reality based on a series of 
measures to prevent the spread of the virus. 

This is an urgent call to conscience. Everything is 
happening and provoking a change of lifestyle, search-
ing for ways and means of how to face this new reality. 
Undoubtedly questions arise, especially in a society as 
unequal as ours. Do we stay locked up at home, or do 
we face the possibility of becoming contaminated and 
possibly die?

At this time, we need to maintain a balance between 
mind, body, and soul. The emotion is expressing itself 
with the great force since we are beings with a sensitiv-
ity that moves and often conditions us. That is why at-

tentive and active listening brings us closer to the shad-
ows and lights of our emotional essence, searching for 
this self-knowledge. Jesus proposes to us in the Holy 
Scriptures to face the challenges of this reality, day by 
day. 

Be strong and of good courage; fear not, neither be 
afraid of them: for the LORD thy God is he that goes 
with you; he will not fail you, nor forsake you. (Dt 31:6)

We are all called to experience an empathic spiritual-
ity and to listen to the voice of our brothers and sisters 
to know where we are walking. What is our response? 
What is our approach to reality and emotional balance 
that gives us the soul? How are our decisions and dis-
cernment in the present? What tools do we use to help 
us and be a light? How do we follow up with people 
who are looking for answers?

We understand that, first of all, it is necessary to wel-
come the moment and become aware of it. There is no 
setback. In this way, we will be people with renewing 
answers. Subsistence allows us to walk towards where 
each one is responsible for himself (self-care). It is to 
feel that we are part of this history integrated to the oth-

Self-care in times of pandemic: How and Why?

--- Bro. Paolo Delucca, SVD (BRN)
Maria Cristina Q. Maia, Leiga 

Strengthen faith in this cycle of life.
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er beings of this Common Home (Laudato Si: Encycli-
cal Letter on Care for the Common Home).

The balance we seek suggests other possible para-
digms, such as:

- Living in solidarity with oneself, with others, and 
with nature;

- Choice of values and priorities that push us to go 
out of ourselves and meet the other;

- An inner dialogue cultivated daily and constantly;
- Ongoing formation in spirituality with a focus on 

attentive and loving listening;
- Beings in search, beings in construction and in-

serted in a historical moment of life;
- Perceiving with our intuition the best form of com-

munication, to grow in compassion and to recognize 
our limits and weaknesses;

- Seek help when we feel the need to move forward 
and mature in a lifestyle that promotes light in the 
shadows;

- Strengthen faith in this cycle of life, welcoming 
sadness, from which may emerge the silent hope of an 
active God who invites us to look at the importance of 
caring for life.

Every day we are grateful to God and the people who 
help us feel that we are collaborating to construct the 
unity of this Common Home. We are taking care of the 
present and what we do about it.

Fr. Paul Shiju SVD has been appointed to join the Je-
suit Refugee Service (JRS) in the Maban Region in South 
Sudan. He arrived in the region that comprises four re-
fugee camps in April 2021. He shares with us his initial 
experiences as "Cannonball Moments," meaning his new 
way of doing mission brought him closer to the presence 
of God. This is his story.

The Jesuits and the Ignatian family celebrate an 
Ignatian Year from May 22, 2021, until July 2022. 

It marked the 500th anniversary of the beginning of St. 
Ignatius' conversion when a cannonball struck him on 
the battlefield. A cannonball moment is when specific 
experiences force us to stop how we live and invite us to 
live the trajectory of our lives in a new way where God 
becomes more present. "Cannonball Moments" is the 
appropriate word to qualify my life for three months in 
a refugee camp in South Sudan.

I arrived in South Sudan to work with Jesuit Refugee 
Service in the Maban Region. There are four refugee 
camps in the Maban region, namely Kaya, Batil, Gen-
drassa, and Doro. Refugees residing here are primarily 
people who have fled the armed conflicts in Sudan's the 

Blue Nile and South Kordofan states. The UN Refugee 
Agency UNHCR, in partnership with other NGOs, is 
providing various relief services to meet the enormous 
scale of humanitarian needs. 

After my mandatory COVID-19 quarantine and 
applying for a residence permit, I arrived at the camp 
using a United Nations Humanitarian Air Service 
(UNHAS) flight. It landed on a muddy airfield that UN 
Peacekeeping soldiers protect from Rwanda. Unlike the 
well-fortified UNHCR compound, the JRS compound 
is situated within the community on a piece of land 
given by the Bishops. 

Interestingly, the Region of Maban falls under the ju-
risdiction of the Khartoum Archdiocese in Sudan. This 
area has been without a priest for the past ten or more 
years because of the war. Maban has been an intersec-
tion of two civil wars in both Sudan and South Sudan. 
Local conflicts between local Maban groups and Dinka 
groups from other counties include competition over 
access to wood, land for farming, and grazing. 

In South Sudan, JRS serves in Juba, Maban, and Yam-
bio. JRS has been working in Maban since 2011 provid-
ing humanitarian services to host refugees. The services 

The "Cannonball Moments"

--- Fr. Paul Shiju SVD

This area has been without a priest for the past ten or 
more years because of the war.

We serve the cause of refugees and other forcefully displaced 
people.

MISSION FOCUS
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offered include education, psychosocial and pastoral 
programs to help the refugees rebuild their lives. How-
ever, there have been tensions between the host and 
refugee communities. As flawed as the refugees them-
selves, the host communities perceive that they do not 
benefit from various refugee response programs. 

The recruitment and hiring practices of numerous 
NGOs active in the area are from elsewhere or outside 
the country. They are significant causes of violence re-
sulting in deadly attacks on UN and NGO compounds 
by local militias. I celebrated Mass in a rebel-held area 
with a few members of the pastoral team there. I saw 
many abandoned burnt villages. After crossing into 
their territory, we met the rebel commander to inform 
them about our movements in the region. 

Our pastoral engagement with the host community 
helps them see JRS as very different from other agen-
cies. Yet, despite such challenges, committed profes-
sional lay teams accompanied by Jesuits to keep alive 
the mission of JRS. That mission is: To attend, serve 
and advocate the cause of refugees and other forcefully 
displaced people that they may heal, learn and deter-
mine their future. 

Insertion into this way of life has many challenges, 
such as dietary adjustments to simple local food, lim-
ited supply of solar/generator power, and slow and 
erratic internet connections. On top of these, we use 
shared drop-hole toilets, resting in hot and humid tem-
peratures under low tin-roofed rooms and buzzing ma-
laria-spreading mosquitoes. In the long haul, all these 
limitations become a challenge. Every day one wakes 
up to the enormous scale of humanitarian needs with 
the sight of simple plastic bag roofed bamboo shacks 
and mud huts stretching for miles and miles. 

Despite my language barrier, people appreciate our 
gestures of pastoral accompaniment. In the past, the 
current JRS compound used to be a military barrack 

for the Sudanese army. Therefore, before one does any-
thing on the ground, even simple gardening, the de-
miners have to sweep metal detectors over the ground. 
I see them painstakingly digging and scraping through 
loose soil with sharp tools to remove any undetonated 
explosives. 

We also keep an evacuation bag prepared every 
night. The pack contains essential documents and a few 
pairs of clothes. This bag is ready if we must evacuate 
under emergencies. In addition, there is a safe room 
in the compound where we can take temporary shelter 
during a crisis.

In my first week, I visited all the camps with JRS 
teams assigned there. My specific job description as 
assistant program coordinator includes co-facilitating 
psychosocial services in the camps, accompanying the 
support teams with ongoing training, filling the gaps in 
existing peacebuilding programs conducted by other 
agencies, and having an overall sight of the place and 
activities. In addition, on weekends, I am involved pas-
torally. 

Life here is physically and emotionally demanding. 
In my encounters, I am learning to recognize and em-
brace those "cannonball moments." From a contempla-
tive stance, I hold the uncomfortable moments of see-
ing all things new in Christ, especially in the unsettling 
conditions of refugee camps. 

This geography of ego-inflating group images of reli-
gious life and protected self-images of idealized minis-
terial roles and entitlements tend to crumble. It awak-
ens us to a greater humility as religious missionaries! 
The growth in a leadership capacity within our teams 
is possible through modeling and witnessing. We put 
our feet in the dust of the lived reality of people who 
have had 'enough of 'big men' leaders who only 'talk 
and take.'

Three confreres staff the new mission of the Aus-
tralia Province in Townsville Diocese: Fr. Joseph 

Reddy Dondeti, SVD from India, Fr. Manh Le SVD, 
a Vietnamese-Australian, and Fr. Clement Baffoe SVD 
from Ghana. Fr. Joseph and Fr. Clement are assigned 
to the Ministerial Region of Good Shepherd Parish in 
Kirwan, Townsville. Fr. Manh Le is doing ministry with 
the indigenous population of Palm Island. They joined 
our SSpS, who have been ministering there since 2018.

Good Shepherd Parish
Fr. Clement and Fr. Joseph arrived at the Good 

Shepherd Parish in Kirwan, Townsville, on January 
2021. They are taking the place of Fr. Dave Lancini, 
who worked in the parish for more than three decades. 
Within those years, he had come to be known and 
loved by almost everyone. Moreover, he had built up 
the place with his own' liturgical and pastoral style'.

The Good Shepherd Parish comprises two Com-

SVDs collaborating in ministries with SSpS
--- Fr. Joseph Reddy Dondeti, SVD

--- SSpS Townsville, Australia

Diocese of Townsville (AUS):
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munity Centers. It means that apart from the Mass 
and other liturgical celebrations, the Centers could 
be used by other denominations or even the Towns-
ville Community for any non-Church-related events. 
Demographically, most of the parishioners are Anglo-
Saxons. But there are also few Asians, mainly Filipinos, 
Indonesians, Indians, and a few Africans. The majority 
of our parishioners are seniors in their early seventies. 
Even though Townsville has quite a 
substantial Indigenous population, 
they have traditionally not been part 
of the fabric of our parish.

The former parish priest built a few 
self-contained houses. He accommo-
dated refugees mainly from the Cen-
tral African Republic and the Middle 
East. Unfortunately, since the begin-
ning of the COVID-19 Pandemic, no 
families have arrived. However, as 
soon as the borders are opened, they 
will start coming again. These build-
ings are now in our care. The SVD 
priests plan to continue this ministry 
which comes under JPIC. 

The SVDs also accommodate 
mothers and children who are suf-
fering from domestic violence. We 
can shelter them for a night or two 
while the police and the appropriate 
authorities deal with the issue. We 
are still in our early days. We plan to 
introduce the four Characteristic Di-
mensions in our parish and get the 
parishioners on board to be part of 
these ministries. 

Since the SVDs took over, it hasn't been uncommon 
to hear people say, "you guys have a big shoe to fill." Jok-
ingly, some parishioners have told us not to walk in old 
shoes since "old shoes could be smelly sometimes." By 
saying this, there have been several parishioners who 
have told us to "walk in our shoes." Fr. Dave Lancini 
told the parishioners to see us as different from him. As 
a result, they should accept us just as they accepted and 
loved him over the years.

Fr. Joseph and Fr. Clement and Clement are looking 
forward to collaborative ministries with the SSpS. In 
addition, Fr. Joseph says, Clement and I are with open 
arms to involve our SSpS in our ministries shortly as 
their Community increases in number.

Palm Island
Fr. Manh Le SVD arrived in the Townsville Dio-

cese in December 2020. He began his ministry with 
the indigenous population of Palm Island. He collab-
orates with the SSpS. Our Holy Spirit Community in 
the Townsville Diocese was inaugurated on March 19, 
2018.

Fr. Manh Le counts on the experience of the SSpS, 
who since their arrival were involved in prison min-
istry, public hospital, pastoral care for migrants and 
refugees, among others. The ministry in Palm Island 
is challenging because of the concentration of Indig-
enous people. Many in today's Island community are 
descendants of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people who were, not too many decades ago, forcibly 

removed from the mainland.
Fr. Manh Le collaborates with the 

SSps on Palm Island in the School, 
Masses, Baptisms, and Funerals. 
As our SSPs Sisters pointed out, 
living and ministering on Palm Is-
land brings us into an environment 
not experienced anywhere else in 
Australia. We are continually chal-
lenged to be flexible, adjust to Is-
land time, learn the ways of the lo-
cal Indigenous people, and support, 
talk, and pray with one another as 
Arnoldus Family to be pillars of 
strength for each other. In addition, 
the Arnoldus Family in the Diocese 
of Townsville occasionally catches 
up for meals, birthday celebrations, 
outings, and sometimes Masses in 
their respective Communities. 

Our SVD confreres in the Dio-
cese of Townsville aim to deepen the 
parish's mission, faith, and spiritual 
formation. This has always been the 
yearnings of the Bishop who has 
time and again told them to pay 
attention to forming their parish-

ioners. It is also their wish to introduce some of our 
SVD spiritualities and characteristic dimensions and 
involve as many parishioners in different missions and 
outreach avenues as possible. 

Fr. Joseph Reddy concludes his sharing, I must say 
that the people have generally welcomed and accepted 
us to this new mission. We now wish to collaborate 
with them so that the plans God has for His children 
would be fulfilled.

The SVD crew in Townsville Diocese (L to R) 
Fr. Joseph Reddy Dondeti, Fr. Manh Le and 
Fr. Clement Baffoe.

With the SSpS Sisters.



11July    2021   AfricA MAdAgAscAr Zone

AFRAM NEWS

On July 5, 2021, the Holy Father appointed as 
Bishop of the diocese of Francistown, Botswa-

na, the Most Reverend Anthony Pascal Rebello, SVD, 
until now parish priest of the Holy Cross parish in Mo-
goditshane.

Most Reverend Anthony Pascal Rebello, SVD, was 
born on March 18, 1950, in Nairobi, Kenya. In 1969 
he entered the Society of the Divine Word, completing 
his novitiate in Khurda, Madhya Pradesh, India. He 
concluded his priestly formation at the Divine Word 
Seminary of Pune (1969-1977). He professed his reli-
gious vows in 1976 and was ordained a priest on May 
10, 1977, in India.

Following his ordination, he first exercised his pas-
toral ministry in India and obtained a Bachelor of Ed-
ucation (1977-1979). He was then awarded a licenti-
ate in spiritual theology from the Pontifical Gregorian 
University, Rome (1979-1981).

Mission assignments:
1981-1984-Parish priest in Palapye, Botswana;
1981-1984- Provincial Superior in Kenya (KEN);
1984-1987-Rural parish in Antigua (USC);
1987-1990-Holy Family Cathedral, Michael's Mount 

in the Parish of St John's, Antigua, 

1990-1992-Parish vicar, Holy Family Cathedral, An-
tigua;

1992-1996- Parish priest, Holy Family Cathedral, 
Antigua;

1987-1990-Parish vicar, Angola;
1990-1996- Parish priest, Angola;
1996-2000 Novice Master;
2000-2002-Pastoral ministry in India

He then continued his pastoral ministry in India 
from 2000 until 2002. Since 2003 he has served as a 
missionary in Botswana, in the diocese of Gaborone. 
He was the parish priest of Palapye and Metsimotlhabe, 
until now in the Holy Cross parish in Mogoditshane.

Superior General Paulus Budi Kleden congratulates 
Most Reverend Rebello on his appointment as the 
Bishop of the Diocese of Francistown. On behalf of the 
Society of the Divine Word, Father Superior General 
offers Most Reverend Rebello his encouragement. May 
the Triune God give him all the strength and joy he 
needs for this vital ministry in the Diocese of Fran-
cistown! We are convinced that he will bring unique 
competence and experience to this work for many 
years. We extend every good wish to the new Bishop 
for God's blessings. 

New SVD Bishop 
in Francistown, Botswana

Breaking News: 

Bishop-elect Anthony Pascal Rebello, SVD

Gaborone (BOT):
Bishop Frank Nubuasah to the rank of archbishop 

ad personam
On July 5, 2021, Pope 

Francis raised Bishop 
Frank Nubuasah SVD to arch-
bishop ad personam, the dio-
cese of Gaborone announced. 
This will not affect the status of 
Gaborone as a diocese. The rank 
of "Archbishop ad personam" is 
conferred on some bishops who 
are not heads of an archdiocese. 
They are granted the title per-

sonally (ad personam) in recognition of their service.
On June 6, 2019, the Holy Father appointed Most 

Reverend Frank Nubuasah, SVD, Bishop of Francis-
town, as Bishop of Gaborone's diocese.

--- Vatican News

Kpatchile (TOG):
Consecration of the Parish Church

The Saint Kizito Parish Church of Kpatchile was 
consecrated on April 24, 2021, during a Eu-

charistic celebration presided over by Bishop Jacques 
Danka Longa of the diocese of Kara. The current parish 
priest is Fr. Emmanuel Kabate, SVD. The parish was 
created on January 18, 1996, with sixteen substations. 

Archbishop Frank Nubua-
sah, SVD
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Participating in the event were Fr. Seraphin Kpakpayi, 
SVD, Provincial Superior, and Fr. Marian Schwark, 
SVD, Vice Provincial, and twenty-five priests also 
concelebrated. In addition, some religious commu-
nities, the faithful, the natives, and the inhabitants of 
Kpatchilé and authorities joined the celebration.

The new Church of Kpatchilé was built after six 
months of work, thanks to the support of Fr. Marian 
Schwark, SVD, and his benefactors. This brand new 
religious building is now dedicated to the relics of 
Saints Lucia and Jacinta of Fatima. During his homily, 
the Bishop expressed his gratitude to the Divine Word 
Missionaries and the people. They worked and contrib-
uted to the Church's construction. 

After the Bishop signed the consecration of the 
Church, the Marian grotto next to the Church was 
blessed. The following day, the Bishop of Kara con-
ferred the sacrament of confirmation to 15 neophytes. 
Finally, the Bishop motivated everyone to unite to build 
the Family Church of God in Kpatchilé.

--- TOG Newsletter

Katani (KEN):
Do not only plant trees, accompany them to grow
The World Tree Planting Day encouraged the 

population to take part in the annual or occa-
sional tree planting exercises. For many years many 
have participated in these types of activities. However, 
the message this year is, "Do not plant trees, Grow trees 
instead." The people were reminded that planting a tree 
is not enough. It must be nurtured and cared for so it 
grows.

No one understands this better than Fr. James Maila-
dy, SVD, who has been growing trees in many different 
missions where he has worked for more than twenty 
years now. In Doldol and Kimanju in Laikipia county 
back in 2005, he was responsible for growing many 

trees. When he moved to Orkesumet in Simanjiro Dis-
trict in Tanzania, he raised many trees that survive. A 
few years ago, Fr. James moved to the SVD Common 
Formation Centre in Langata Nairobi. There too, he 
planted many trees giving shade and providing a re-
freshing breeze to the compound.

Currently, Fr. James is working in St. Raphael SVD 
Community as a Novice Master. He continues to plant 
and grow trees. On June 12, 2021, Fr. James led his 
community in a tree planting exercise. Three hundred 
indigenous trees were planted in the SVD compound 
in Katani, Machakos County. Several SVD confreres, 
students, and teachers of Divine Word Boys High 
School, Religious Sisters, Brothers, and Priests in Ka-
tani participated in the tree planting. In addition to the 
fifty enthusiastic participants, two representatives from 
the Ministry Forestry of the Machakos Branch were 
present. To ensure that the trees can grow to maturity, 
Fr. James had created a drip irrigation system to water 
the trees. 

svdkentan.com

The Bishop signed the documents of consecration of the Church.

Students and teachers of Divine Word Boys High School partici-
pated in the tree planting.

Message of Pope Francis on 
World Mission Sunday 2021

In these days of pandemic, when there is a 
temptation to disguise and justify indifference 
and apathy in the name of healthy social dis-
tancing, there is urgent need for the mission 
of compassion, which can make that necessary 
distancing an opportunity for encounter, care 
and promotion. "What we have seen and heard" 
(Acts 4:20), the mercy we have experienced, can 
thus become a point of reference and a source of 
credibility, enabling us to recover a shared pas-
sion for building "a community of belonging and 
solidarity worthy of our time, our energy and our 
resources".(Fratelli Tutti, 36)
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Diocese of Eluru (INH):

SVD-administered Charismatic Center
Most Rev. Polimera Jayarao, Bishop of Eluru, has 

invited the India-Hyderabad Province (INH) 
to begin a Charismatic Center in the diocese. Negotia-
tions had almost started three years ago. The Provincial 
Chapter in 2018 had made a recommendation to start 
such a venture in Andhra Pradesh. But, unfortunately, 
due to coronavirus and its after-effects, we could not 
proceed and make headway.

However, negotiations with the Bishop and visits to 
Eluru have resulted in our entry into the Diocese of 
Eluru. Fr. Superior General has permitted us to open 
such a Center in Eluru. The Bishop has offered an acre 
of land, and we need to procure another four acres of 
land adjacent to that land from the diocese. The Bishop 
also has provided a parish or two. These parishes are 
for our pastoral ministry and vocation promotion in a 
couple of years in the diocese. Soon we will be agreeing 
and registering the land.

Two SVDs, namely Fr. Ananda Raju Nagothu and Fr. 
Benny C. V., are assigned to this new mission. If every-
thing goes well, both confreres will begin a community 
in Eluru in August 2021.

--- INH Newsletter

Diocese of Chuncheon (KOR):
St. Arnold Janssen Spirituality Center: 

A Journey with the Faithful

Korea Region (KOR) responded to the signs of 
the times even before the COVID-19 pandem-

ic struck. One of the long-term plans of KOR was to 
establish a Center that caters to preached and guided 
retreats and counseling. Through the efforts of the for-
mer Regional Council, the future location of the Cen-
ter was purchased. It is the former church building of 
Naechon parish. The place is serene and quiet condu-
cive for retreat and reflection by a small group of faith-
ful or individually.

St. Arnold Janssen Spirituality Center is located in 
the diocese of Chuncheon, Kangwon province, north-
east of South Korea. The blessing and inauguration of 

Cebu City (PHS): The Bukas Palad Award
ASPAC NEWS

The Ateneo de Manila University (ADMU) hon-
ored former Superior General Heinz Kulüke 

and three other men and women. They exemplify the 
university in their respective fields. The recognition 
ceremony was held online on June 16, 
2021. Fr. Rogelio Bag-ao SVD, PHS 
Provincial, handed the medal to Fr. 
Heinz on behalf of ADMU.

The Board of Trustees has chosen 
to confer the Traditional University 
Awards on Missionary and peace-
builder (Bukas Palad Award) to Fr. 
Heinz Kulüke SVD. In the citation 
awarded to Fr. Kuluke, ADMU rec-
ognized his exemplary services to 
families living in Cebu City's largest 
dumpsite. He has devoted his life to 
their upliftment. He started with a single daycare for 
the education and nutrition of children in the dump-
site. It has since grown into a network of 75 preschools 

and progressing to housing projects for families living 
in Cebu's streets and three dumpsites.

Because of Fr Heinz and his organization, Justice, 
Peace, and Integrity of Creation–Integrated Develop-

ment Center Inc., thousands of fami-
lies have been lifted out of extreme 
poverty and squalor to the people of 
Mindanao regardless of religion, cul-
ture, belief, tradition, and affiliation. 
Through his work Fr. Heinz truly em-
bodies the Ignatian spirit of generos-
ity. In addition, he has contributed 
significantly to creating what Pope 
Francis calls a 'culture of encounter,' 
which the Pope says is the foundation 
of peace".

We join the SVD Philippines - South 
to congratulate Fr. Heinz Kulüke, SVD. Thank you for 
your witnessing and unwavering support!

Fr. Rogelio Bag-ao SVD, PHS Provin-
cial, handed the medal to Fr. Heinz.

The blessing and inauguration of the Center were officiated by Most 
Rev. Simon Kim Ju-young.
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the Center were officiated by Most Rev. Simon Kim 
Ju-young, the Bishop of the said Diocese, last May 
24, 2021. Though many wanted to witness the event, 
it was limited to some confreres led by Fr. Jacob Pais 
SVD, the Regional Superior. Also present were several 
SVD lay partners from different parts of the country. 
The Center will be a significant contribution of the So-
ciety to the vibrant local Church of Korea.

Fr. Jong Benedict Kim SVD, the former Regional 
Superior, is the man behind the endeavor's success. 
When the place was vacated last year, he started to 
stay there and eventually renovated the existing struc-
ture. There is also a plan of constructing a Stations of 
the Cross at the back of the house because of the hilly 
contour of the land. In addition, the new Regional 
Council has already appointed a retreat and counsel-
ing team since last year in preparation for the Center.

--- Fr. Victor Florida Jr., SVD

Raia (INM):
An SVD-run COVID Care Center

SVD COVID Care Center (SCCC) is a joint ven-
ture undertaken by the Society of the Divine 

Word and SVD Friends Association (SFA). It is meant 
to help those who are found positive for COVID-19. 
With a surge in cases in Goa, many hospitals lacked 
facilities to admit the patients as they did not have suf-
ficient beds or oxygen cylinders.

There were reports of the whole family getting in-
fected. In some instances, one or two members got in-
fected in a house and left unattended. This was due to 
the lack of rooms or facilities for self-isolation in their 
homes or vicinity.

Keeping this in mind, the SVD of Saint Francis 
Xavier's Ashram in Raia offered the St. Arnold's Hall 
as a center to cater to all those found positive. They 
come from the surrounding areas of Raia, Rachol, 
Maina, and the neighboring parishes. This Center is 
an open hall equipped with 20 beds. Therefore, it is 
available for all those found positive and unable to iso-
late themselves in their houses.

The SCCC closely monitors the patients, and if need 
be, admits them to the hospital by providing the am-
bulance service. The SCCC also provides oximeters 
and food to the patients. In addition, some doctors 
and nurses have volunteered for any assistance.

On May 15, 2021, SCCC was blessed by Fr. Pedro 
Colaco SVD, the Parish Priest of Raia, with Fr. Joa-
quim Fernandes SVD and other dignitaries. We hope 
that this Center will significantly assist the infected 
persons and their families in dealing with the chal-
lenges of COVID-19.

--- INM Newsletter

Yogjakarta (IDJ):
The Academic Year for the Brothers

In this new 2021 academic year, four Junior Broth-
ers (JB) are coming to pursue their professional 

studies at various universities in the IDJ Province. This 
brings the total number of our JB to ten; meanwhile, 
four Brothers are still forming in the Holy Spirit Novi-
tiate in Batu. What a blessing!

We have a House of Studies for JB in Yogyakarta, so 
called the Soverdi Dharma Wacana. Those majoring in 
health education are at the Soverdi St. Arnold Suraba-
ya. After finishing a year internship program in vari-
ous institutions, parishes, and communities, they take 
up degree studies. During this internship, the candi-
dates explore their talent, competence, and interest for 
their future mission work.

The other JB study in mechanical engineering, eco-
nomics, tourism management, graphic design, nurs-
ing, etc. Our JB will enter a period of preparation for 
final vows in the "St. Conrad" Formation House in 
Ende Flores when their education is completed.

The Indonesia subzone has a common formation 
program for all the Brother candidates. The inter-SVD 
Provinces' cooperation is remarkable. They fully sup-
port our Brothers' quest for professionalism. We wish 
our JB success in their studies and preparation to be 
missionaries in the future.

--- Fr. Eko Yuliantoro, SVD
India Central Province (INC):

INC Provincial: 
Lessons learned from the pandemic

The first lesson we can learn from this pandemic 
is the value of gratitude. The pandemic has giv-

en us sufficient time to reflect on the many blessings 
we have received from God and others.

The second great lesson we learn is resilience. 
Though the churches and schools were closed, we 
found creative solutions to overcome the constraints 
and entered into people's lives by opting for online 
masses and classes. All learned to use social media to 
reach people. This resilience has enabled us to look for 
alternatives. Life turned upside down, but we did not 
let it keep us down.

The Junior Brothers.
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The third great learning is our interdependence. We 

began to recognize and appreciate how much our wel-
fare depends on the welfare of others. When the crisis 
first struck, not many of us would have spared even a 
minute to think about how the pandemic could shatter 
the lives, lives of people whom we serve and who serve 
us. We realized how much inter-depended we are when 
we experienced the lockdown and consequent lack of 
supporting personnel.

All this learning and awareness should enable us to 
be wiser and gain insight to live a life of loving service 
to the needy and develop an attitude of gratitude.

--- INC Provincial Superior

India-Central Province (INC):
Doctoral Defense

Fr. Singarayar Arockiam SVD completed his doc-
toral research on Adolescent Happiness under 

Discriminated Conditions in India. On June 1, 2021, 
the final online defense was with the panel from De 
La Salle University, Manila. This research aims to reach 
out to adolescents, who face developmental challenges, 
in enhancing their level of motivation: from extrinsic 
to intrinsic.

The research includes a brief cultural analysis and 
mechanism of growing into integrated motivation. 
Our formation centers, educational institutions, and 
person-centered developmental organizations are po-
tential areas where this research can be applied. Con-
gratulations --- Fr. Singarayar Arockiam SVD

Ambassa (ING):
A seminar for youth on COVID-19 pandemic
On June 27, 2021, the Holy Spirit Catholic 

Church, Ambassa, organized a one-day anima-
tion program for the parish's youth. The Parish Pasto-
ral Council decided to gather the youth and educate 
them on human trafficking and the COVID-19 pan-

demic. Seventy-nine 
youth from different 
villages of Ambassa 
Parish arrived at the 
parish Church first to 
participate in the Holy 
Eucharist. The whole 
liturgy was well pre-
pared and organized by 
the youth.

After the Mass, the President of the youth organi-
zation welcomed the participants and the resource 
persons. Then, the Parish Priest, Fr. Ivan D'Silva SVD, 
gave the keynote address on human trafficking in Tri-
pura. He said, "Youth can fall prey to the traffickers 
who tempt them with good money and job." He added, 
"During this pandemic when the youth are immersed 
with the social media, traffickers are there to lure the 
young girls, and you need to be aware of it."

Sr. Rine SSpS encouraged the youth to get focused 
in life. There was a talk on health and faith. The par-
ticipants were also told how to build up the immune 
system through regular diet, exercise, and sleep. The 
Youth seminar ended with an action plan, prayer, and 
lunch. The participants planned to come together for a 
three-day workshop in October 2021.

--- Ivan D'Silva, SVD

Cebu City (USC):
Catechesis in the Scout Center in Cebu

Bro. Béla Lányi (USC) shares his experience with 
the youth where he regularly commits himself, 

aside from his academic responsibilities at the Univer-
sity of San Carlos. This is what he shares.

After communicating online most of the time, we 
can be together again in person. In our catechesis in 
the scout center, we conversed about the biblical story 
of the Prodigal Son. In the Center, all young people 
have experienced leaving their parental homes. Many 
of them moved at a very young age to the streets. From 
the streets, these young people were invited to the Cen-
ter. 

During our conversations about the Prodigal Son, 
the children and youth eagerly narrated their street 
adventures. For them, the story of the Prodigal Son is 
not only about God's patience but also about their own 
need to rebuild their trust in other persons and society. 
Finally, after years of roaming and living on the streets, 
there is a glimpse of hope to build their families.

The spiritual adviser is our committed and dedi-
cated Brother Paul Bongcaras, SVD. The leader of the 
Center is Mrs. Ablit. With their presence, many things 
can happen for the children's sake and the youth in the 
Center.

--- SVD Brothers International

The final online defense was with the panel from De La Salle Uni-
versity, Manila.
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Nenuk (IDT):
SVD and SSpS novices 

combined workshop and retreat

Forty-four SVD novices and nine SSpS novices 
participated in a month's workshop from May 

24 until June 16, 2021, held in Nenuk. The theme of 
the workshop was "Remain in my love" (John 15:9). 
At the workshop's opening, Provincial Councilor Piter 
Dile Bataona SVD, told the participants that God is 
calling them uniquely to remain in His love. 

Different reflections and presentations were based 
on the underlying theme of remaining in God's love. 
It focused on the significance of commitment, creativ-
ity, and the fulfillment of the vows of poverty, chastity, 
and obedience. This whole month prepared the SSpS 
and SVD novices to understand what it means to pro-
fess vows in the spirit of our Founder, Arnold Janssen. 
The entire month of "Remaining in God's love" also 
included an eight-day retreat.

The Novice Master, Fr. John Edward SVD, expressed 
his appreciation for the support of the SVD and SSpS 
Provincials of Timor. Amid the COVID-19 pandemic 
and all its health protocols, the event went smoothly. 
The novices gained access to understanding the im-
portance and significance of the Founding Genera-
tion. 

Fr. Yustinus Didiumus Nai SVD, the Provincial of 
Timor Province, closed the workshop and retreat. In 
his closing remark, he reminded the novices that to 
"Remain in God's love" is not only in mind only. It is 
expressed in concrete practices of service to others 
and love for God. Finally, on behalf of SSPS Timor 
Provincial, Fr. Yustinus expressed appreciation for the 
SVD and SSPS novitiate formators who accompanied 
the novices in the workshop and retreat.

--- Fr. Michael Taneo, SVD

Compostela, Cebu (PHS):
A new learning facility

Another learning facility is now operational to 
help support the children in the ongoing on-

line classes. Chosen kids in our Bagalnga community 
in Compostela, Cebu, take their first use of the com-
puters and undergo an orientation on basic computer 
literacy.

Thanks to our generous benefactors for this excel-
lent opportunity. The kids took the occasion to create 
Father's Day cards during their Basic Computer Liter-
acy Training. Their fond way of saying Happy Father's 
Day to all super dads who continue to work hard and 
love unconditionally!  --- JPIC-IDC Cebu
Pune (INM):

Disciples of the Divine Word (DDW) 
lending a hand

Just when it looked like we were on the path to 
recovery from the pandemic, April 2021 recorded 

a devastating COVID-19 surge in India that impacted 
many people's lives. With families exhausting their 
lifetime savings in medical expenses, losing the bread-
winner or income sources – a number of our brothers 
and sisters were in urgent need of help.

Amidst the lockdown, DDW Pune members con-
ducted a virtual meeting on May 16, 2021, to discuss 
how they could reach out to the needy. As a result, Fr. 
Gregory Arockiam SVD, the Spiritual Director, and 
the leadership of the DDW President - Mrs. Leena 
Xavier, we decided to partner with Sarva Seva Sangh, 
Pune, in the 'Feed the Hungry' project.

The Sarva Seva Sangh team, led by Fr. Mathew 
Korattiyil SVD, identified around 150 plus families 
at high risk and required immediate support. DDW-
Pune members decided to provide nutrition support 
to these families in dry-ration food kits, procured 
through monetary contributions from DDW mem-
bers and Sarva Seva Sangh benefactors.

A DDW member organized procurement and logis-
tics of the food items. Our members then volunteered 
to pack the food kits -each kit including things that 
would meet the requirements for a family of four for at 
least a month. Unfortunately, due to pandemic restric-
tions, it was impossible for DDW members to physi-
cally visit people and hand over the food kits.

The Sarva Seva Sangh team coordinated with the 
beneficiaries to collect the food kits from their prem-
ises. Our sincere thanks to Sarva Seva Sangh, bene-
factors, and DDW members for their generosity and 
their availability to pack the items. Our gratitude and 
appreciation to the Sarva Seva Sangh team for coordi-
nating the distribution of the kits to beneficiaries and 
maintaining protocols to ensure the health and safety 
of all those involved.  --- INM Newsletter

Forty-four SVD novices and nine SSpS novices in a combined work-
shop and retreat for a month.
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The Divine Word Missionaries and SSpS work 
jointly for a social project in Amsterdam. The 

project's name is 'Kiemkracht' (English translation – 
The Power of the Germinating Seed). It means "the seed 
germinating is the Divine Word, and the power comes 
from the Holy Spirit." They extend their pastoral and 
diaconal support to the local church. This their story.

Special attention and care to the migrants, refu-
gees, homeless, elderly, and lonely

We give special care and attention to the migrants, 
refugees, homeless, elderly, and lonely in our project. 
We organize a social gathering 
for them every Tuesday in Anna 
Bonifacius Church, Amsterdam. 
There are nearly 40 to 50 people 
who regularly participate in this 
social gathering. People initially 
have a friendly conversation with 
one another while drinking cof-
fee/tea. 

The gathering is open for ev-
eryone regardless of culture, col-
or, language, faith, and nationality. The older adults 
who go through much loneliness are delighted by this 
conversation. We notice that we can add absolute joy 
into their lives through our active listening to their ex-
periences. We try to give them possible answers. 

Some of those who come for the social gathering are 
psychologically affected and broken. They need special 
attention and attentive listening. We serve their needs 
through our pastoral counseling.  

Prayer service, warm meals, and shared responsi-
bilities

We lead a short prayer service at the end of the con-
versation. The prayer service consists of reading the 
Word of God, a short reflection based on the read-
ing, prayer intentions, and the meal's blessing. Later, a 

warm dinner is served. People like and appreciate our 
delicious meals. 

This project is straightforward in nature. But, of 
course, it requires much time to plan and organize. The 
work involves arranging and rearranging the church 
Hall with tables and chairs. It also involves shopping, 
cooking, cleaning the floor, and washing plates. We 
share our tasks and work together. Our parish admin-
istration, benefactors, and well-wishers are constantly 
supporting this project.

'Kiemkracht' amid the pandemic
For almost a year, we could not 

organize our regular social gath-
ering due to the COVID-19 crisis 
since those who join are elderly 
and physically vulnerable in na-
ture. However, we handed them 
unique gifts and food-package on 
the occasion of Christmas, Eas-
ter, and Pentecost. Naturally, they 
were delighted to receive these 
gifts. 

Having heard and known our missionary activities in 
this time of crisis, our Bishop Johannes Hendriks wrote 
a particular letter of appreciation. He complimented 
us that our missionary approach is most needed in the 
secularized context of Amsterdam. 

We made small video clips of our work on the occa-
sion of Easter and Pentecost. Click on these YouTube 
links:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgCeZMlFk4A&ab_
channel=KiemkrachtprojectSSpS-SVDAmsterdamKiem-
krachtprojectSSpS-SVDAmsterdam

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gArlstpIaak&ab_
channel=KiemkrachtprojectSSpS-SVDAmsterdamKiem-
krachtprojectSSpS-SVDAmsterdam

--- Fr. James Arul, SVD

Divine Word Missionaries and SSpS: 
A social project in Amsterdam

Amsterdam (NEB):
EUROPA NEWS

Poland Province (POL):
Mission Exhibit: 

Missions in the time of a pandemic
The exhibit "Missions in the Time of a Pandemic" 

presents the struggle of missionaries with the 
coronavirus pandemic. On May 10-30, 2021, it was in-
troduced in the SVD-administered Parish of the Queen 
of Apostles in Rybnik. In June 2021, it was on display 
in the Parish of Christ the King in Lędziny-Hołdunów.

Through the photos and illustrations with the ac-
companying texts, the faithful could perceive the dif-
ficulty the missionaries faced in their places of work. 
Fr. Marek Adamczyk, SVD is the pastor of the parish 
and rector of the Rybnik community. He mentioned 
the importance to prayerfully support the missionaries 
for whom access to vaccines and other medical sup-
plies was and still is a distant future. 

The exhibit is very instructive and helps open the 
minds and hearts of the faithful. They become aware 
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with gratitude to the priests, brothers, and sisters work-
ing in the missionary Church, far from their homeland, 
family, and loved ones.

The Missionary-Ethnographic Museum in Pieniężno 
prepared the exhibition "Missions in the Time of a Pan-
demic." Earlier it was also presented in Pieniężno, St. 
Aleksander Parish in Suwałki, and the Parish of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Mother of the Church in Gołdap.

--- Komunikaty SVD Poland 

Saint Augustin (GER):
Nationwide meeting of Vietnamese youth

Fr. Anh-Tuan Ho SVD lives in the SVD commu-
nity in Dresden. He is the JPIC Coordinator of 

the German SVD province. He also takes care of a size-
able Vietnamese migrant community. In this capacity, 
he directs the annual meeting of the "Anthony Chil-
dren's Community" (Antonius Kinder Gemeinschaft, 
AKG). This year the meeting took place in the SVD 
Mission Seminary in Sankt Augustin.

The AKG is a community or association of Vietnam-
ese youths and young adults who have come to Ger-
many as the "new generation of refugees." They live and 
work in various cities and sometimes are in difficult life 
situations. Fr. Anh-Tuan and his Vietnamese volun-
teers assist them. 

The Antonius Children's Community is young. It 
was founded just four years ago on June 13, the feast 
of St. Anthony of Padua. To joyfully celebrate this day, 
the members come together once a year from all over 
Germany.

On the Feast of Saint Anthony, they decorate the 
church and the statue of St. Anthony and organize 
and prepare the entrance procession and the offertory 
dance for the liturgical service at 2:00 pm. It was cel-
ebrated by Fr. Ho, the head of the Vietnamese chaplain-
cy. The social gathering followed the liturgical service. 

This year's meeting had to comply with the restric-
tions in force because of the Corona pandemic. There-
fore, only 100 participants were allowed, and the social 
gathering was strictly limited. Despite the limitations, 
however, the joy of the feast and fellowship could be 
seen in the participants. The Deputy Director of the 
AKG, Mr. Lieu, put the spirituality of the AKG thus: 
"No matter where we live and work, we feel connected 
in prayer, sharing, and love. This is what all members 
want to practice." --- GER, Steyler Aktuell, June 2021

Austria (ECP):
Indonesian SVD theology students conclude OTP 

in Austria
After completing a 15-month Overseas Training 

Program (OTP) in Austria, Fratres Adrian Dini 
SVD from Timor and Yohanes Selai SVD from Flores 

returned to their home 
country in mid-June with 
many new experiences.

Arriving in February 
2020, they did their intern-
ships mainly in SVD pas-
toral units in two differ-
ent places: Bischofshofen 
and Dornbirn. They got to 
know the Austrian culture 
and way of life, made prog-
ress in learning the Ger-

man language, and gained an insight into pastoral and 
social work. They had many encounters with children, 
young people, adults, and the elderly and, as they said, 
felt “warmly and openly welcomed everywhere.”

Their practicum was under the impact of the Coro-
navirus pandemic. After only two weeks in a language 
school, the course switched to online instruction. The 
pandemic unfortunately limited conversation with 
people. After a period of acclimatization, the two lived 
and worked for two weeks with a large family farm.

The fact that music connects was one of the most 
important experiences for both of them. In Bischof-
shofen, Frater Adrian enriched the liturgical services 
with his organ playing and singing and helped as a lec-
tor and altar server. Part of his duties was working in 
the youth center in the St. Rupert high school. 

In the Dornbirn, Frater Yohanes delighted the 
church-goers with his guitar playing. He was also re-
sponsible for the weekly adoration and sacristy ser-
vices. He also worked in two social institutions. In 
the project for Everyone, he supported the volunteers 
in sorting clothing and household items for people in 
need. In a second project, he helped employees pick up 
and distribute food that would otherwise have gone 
into the garbage bin.

Fraters Yohanes and Adrian will now continue their 
theology studies in St. Paul Major Seminary in Ledale-
ro.     www.steyler.eu

Berlin (GER):
Two SVD Brothers start a new initiative 

in urban social hotspot
The SVD has long been active in Berlin, running 

the Holy Spirit Parish. They live in Holy Spirit 
"Kolleg" residence in the middle-class Charlottenburg 
district. For some time, the Province has been think-
ing about getting involved in a social hotspot in Berlin. 
Thus, there was an opportunity to live and cooperate 
in a former parish in the notorious Kreuzberg district 
of Berlin. 

Bro. Bernd Ruffing SVD and Bro. Emanuel Huemer 
SVD, members of the Holy Spirit community, have 
courageously taken up the challenge of a new initiative. 

Fratres Adrian Dini SVD and Yo-
hanes Selai SVD. 
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The Kreuzberg district is notorious: an ethnic melting 
pot, ghettoes, drugs, crimes. The pastoral unit where 
we engage ourselves comprises St. Mary's parish where 
we live and St. Michael's. The archdiocesan leadership 
told us to "Be there and talk to people!"

Currently, we live with Fr. Benno, a genuine Berliner, 
and Benedictine. Our inter-congregational life begins 
at the kitchen table and extends to the parish churches. 
We offer Bible sharing on Mondays, morning prayer 
from Tuesday to Friday, and Vespers on Saturday eve-
ning to welcome Sunday. Those attending are religious 
and friends. Occasionally, someone wants to sleep on 
one of the pews for an hour during Vespers and Adora-
tion. All are welcome.

While continuing his previous work as a bicycle cou-
rier, Bro. Emanuel helps in the soup kitchen on Tues-
days. Bro. Bernd joins a team of parish volunteers who 
serve meals on Wednesdays. 

Also, for a few weeks now, Bro. Bernd has been 
teaching students training to become social assistants, 
most of them with refugee or migration backgrounds.

Both Bro. Bernd, and Bro. Emanuel are just start-
ing to be here with alert eyes and an open heart. What 
they have learned is what missionaries do when they 
come to a new place. In the next few weeks, they will 
undoubtedly see what concrete things can come into 
being.     www.steyler.eu

Slovakia Province (SVK):
Pastoral care of refugees from Iraq

Fr. Tomáš Gerboc SVD from Slovakia takes pasto-
ral care of Christian families from Iraq who were 

accepted in parishes in Nitra and surrounding villages. 
He shares his experience about the response to the asy-
lum seekers.

When the news broke out that some refugees will 
also come to Slovakia, I was glad that we showed at 
least sympathy and courage to accept a small group. At 
the time, I was a chaplain in another parish outside Ni-
tra. It was not easy to explain to the people and parish-
ioners that it is our Christian duty to accept refugees. 

This is how our living faith manifests itself. We have 
tried to explain that even taking refugees shows Chris-
tian love. 

A few days later, I met a very good person who said, 
"Father, your words about the refugees were said nicely, 
wisely, and correctly. I agree with you. But I don't want 
them here anyway!" Moreover, it should be remem-
bered that Slovakia was committed to accepting Chris-
tians, not people of other religions. In the minds of the 
population, there is the risk of terrorism. Many of the 
people feel threatened.

When I ever thought about it, I realized that we be-
lievers are sometimes very pragmatic. However, I am 
afraid that it is in this attitude that we lose the possibil-
ity of being touched by the Spirit of God. It is the same 
Spirit that brings us to life, even where we do not want 
to. But if we seek God's will and fulfill it, it will lead us 
to the right place. Whether it's fear for our fears or that 
we believe more in ourselves than God, I don't know. 
Maybe a combination of both.

After our friends arrived from Iraq, they waited for 
several weeks at the resort in Humenné before moving 
to Nitra and the surrounding area. Meanwhile, dozens 
of people were involved in preparing the accommoda-
tion run by the Bishops' Office and the Diocesan Char-
ity. The organization "Peace and Good" was established. 
It took on the task of organizing everything necessary 
for their arrival. 

To find accommodation, provide language courses, 
look for a suitable type of employment for the future 
are indeed challenges. Provide a kindergarten for young 
children and the youth and adults from primary to col-
lege. We were tasked to introduce Iraqi refugees to the 
environment, culture, mentality of people. A lot was 
going on. In addition to organizations, others helped.

--- Fr. Tomáš Gerboc SVD

Berlin (GER):
SSpSAP Germany - Adoration Sisters 

to leave Berlin
The Holy Spirit Adoration Sisters (Pink sisters, 

SSpSAP) in Berlin will close their convent St. 
Gabriel in Berlin. The SSpSAP Generalate communi-
cated that this decision was taken with a heavy heart af-
ter thorough consideration and intense prayer. The age 
and the state of health of the Sisters require a transfer to 
other communities. The Sisters ask for prayer support 
in the process of transfer.

The community of the Holy Spirit parish is where 
the Adoration convent and the SVD community are lo-
cated. The SVD community in Berlin serves both the 
parish and the convent. This decision saddens the SVD 
community.

--- Bro. Bruno Rehm SVD.
Steyler Aktuell, June 2021
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PANAM NEWS

Pastoral care for immigrants of Hispanic origin
Antigua (USC): 

Our Polish confrere, Fr. Robert Ratajczak SVD, has 
been working in Antigua and Barbuda for the past twelve 
years. He confessed that he never planned to do a mission 
on this island for so long. He shares the following.

Antigua and Barbuda is a very picturesque island 
in the Lesser Antilles archipelago in the middle 

of the Caribbean Sea, between St. Kitts and Montserrat 
islands. It covers an area of no more than 280 km². An-
tigua, with its 100,000 inhabitants, is one of the largest 
and probably best-known islands. 

The island's small size and relatively large population 
make some people feel the need to leave Antigua for the 
mainland. This happens at least once or twice a year. 
They want to breathe in more space and see different 
faces - more land and less water. This is especially felt 
during pandemics when restrictions and limitations do 
not allow free movement.

From the very beginning, I have been working at 
the Cathedral of the Holy Family, helping to celebrate 
Masses, weddings, funerals, and hearing confessions. 
However, my main work in our diocese is pasto-
ral care for immigrants of Hispanic origin.  We have 
about 10,000 Hispanic immigrants in Antigua, so this 
is where I spend most of my time. This is also where I 
concentrate my missionary efforts. 

The majority of the immigrants who speak Spanish 
are from the Dominican Republic. But we also have 
immigrants from Cuba, Venezuela, Ecuador, and Co-
lombia. This cultural cross-section is fascinating, but it 
also presents a significant challenge in pastoral work. 
The language is standard, though with many exciting 
differences and meanings sometimes quite different.

Life for immigrants in Antigua is not easy. The eco-
nomic situation has now deteriorated drastically. The 
pandemic has not spared the Caribbean. It is not easy 
to find any work. Prices are regularly rising, and it is a 
wonder that people can still buy anything. Immigrants 
find themselves in the most challenging jobs. Such jobs 

pay the least and involve often involving health risks. 
Many work only on Saturdays and Sundays, when oth-
ers rest. 

Despite the difficulties, the hope for a better tomor-
row is stronger than the desire to return to their home 
country. The situation is even more difficult. We try to 
be present in their lives. Not only do we provide pas-
toral care, but we also pay attention to their social and 
material problems. Last year was very difficult for us 
because for a few months there were no regular Masses. 
The only possibility to participate in prayers, church 
feasts, and celebrations was to watch them on TV or 
the Internet, and you need money for that.

During this challenging time, a few things happened 
that gave people a new spirit. It had to be the interven-
tion of God's providence. We received unexpected help 
from a very generous English businessman of Peruvian 
origin. For eight months, he supported 3,000 people by 
offering significant food parcels for families, the lone-
ly, and the elderly. Thanks to this unexpected help, we 
supported many families who would otherwise be in a 
situation of extreme poverty, despair, and hunger. And 
again, there were smiles on people's faces.

In the meantime, the Spanish community received a 
new place from the Bishop to pray, gather for meetings 
and conduct catechesis. We have given it a name: Span-
ish Catholic Pastoral Center. Since our new Center is 
quite large, we want to make good use of the available 
space. We have plans to run courses in cooking, sew-
ing, hand-making small ornaments, confectionery, and 
computer work.

--- Komunikaty SVD Poland

From the very beginning, I have been working at the 
Cathedral of the Holy Family.

Life for immigrants in Antigua is not easy.
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Brazil-Northern Province (BRN):

A conversation on immigration
Faculdade Arnaldo, in cooperation with TV Di-

versa has produced the program "Direto ao as-
sunto" (Straight to the Point). In the first episode of 
"Straight to the Point," the program featured Profes-
sor Vladimir Feijó, Father Macario Villalón SVD, and 
Stephanie Silva for a conversation about immigration 
and the situation of the refugees.

From their different perspectives, the speakers 
shared the importance of having the right and signifi-
cant response to these pressing migration issues. Fr. 
Villalon, who worked in the Brazil-Central Province 
from 1979 until 1989, spoke about people from Latin 
America who migrate to Spain and other countries in 
Europe. He singled out the commitment of the SVD in 
attending to their spiritual needs and other necessities. 

If you want to delve further into this exciting con-
versation, you can watch the link https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=klDelCG-phM&t=272s

The program is in Portuguese. Fr. Joseph Tomy Ch-
eruplavil SVD, the Coordinator of Pastoral Ministry in 
our universities and schools, played an essential part in 
this joint venture between Faculdade Arnaldo and TV 
Diversa. We look forward to more episodes on current 
topics and themes that affect our society.

--- Information provided by 
Fr. Anselmo Ribeiro, SVD

Chile Province (CHI):
Five Churches dedicated to the Holy Spirit

The Chile Province has five churches dedicated to 
the Holy Spirit. It is worth asking the question 

of why this custom. We know that our Founder had a 
special devotion to the Holy Spirit, consecrated himself 
to Him, and founded the two Congregations of the Ser-
vants of the Holy Spirit.

But there are also more specific reasons. St. Arnold 
wrote to Fr. Carolus Degenhardt, SVD, in January 1908: 

"I have thought that we should act in a similar way to 
what was done in Buenos Aires (Cathedral to the Holy 
Spirit in Guadalupe), doing the same in the capital of 
the dynamic Chilean nation, where many fervent peo-
ple live...As far as I can see on the map of Santiago, in 
the vicinity of the great Parque Cousiño, there is a sec-
tor without finished streets". 

"We must work for the greater veneration of the Holy 
Spirit. And, if he so desires, we must also think of erect-
ing a sanctuary for him in one place or another, be it 
in a capital city or its vicinity. We can then confidently 
leave the future in his hands".

On April 16, 1942, the parish of Espiritu Santo was 
created in the commune of San Joaquin by Bishop Jose 
Maria Caro with its seat at that time in the San Alber-
to Seminary. Its first pastor was Fr. Martín Schönfeld 
SVD. The Church in the town of El Pinar was blessed 
on May 25, 1969, with Fr. Pablo Remmel SVD as pastor.

In June 1942, the Congregation signed a contract 
with Bishop Ramón Munita to take over the Vicari-
ate of Fresia, which had been under the care of Father 
Federico Aqua since March 1942. In 1944, the entire 
parish was given to the Divine Word. The first parish 
priest, Fr. Federico Löcher SVD, laid the first stone of 
the temple dedicated to the Holy Spirit on May 3, 1953, 
finishing it in 1957. Unfortunately, the earthquake of 
1960 destroyed the Church, and Fr. Javier Braun SVD 
completed the new Church in 1968.

On December 26, 2007, the CHI province took over 
a new parish dedicated to the Holy Spirit in Osorno 
in Rahue Alto at the request of Bishop Rene Rebolledo 
and with the first parish priest, Fr. Sonny Venus SVD. 
The parish church is already finished, but it could not 
be inaugurated yet because of the quarantine.

On March 11, 2017, the Province took over an ex-
isting parish in Iquique, dedicated to the Holy Spirit.
We also have another temple consecrated to the Holy 
Spirit, the Church of the Colegio Verbo Divino de Chi-
cureo, inaugurated on April 5, 2019, under the Rectory 
of Fr. Francisco de la Jara SVD.

Our five churches consecrated to the Holy Spirit 
should remind us that He is the motor of our mission, 
that in Him rests our confidence in a renewed future. 
He is the wind that blows over the embers of our first 
love, that uproots the trees without roots, that shakes 
the old leaves so that they fall, that blows hurricane 
force over our fears and injects confidence in our frag-
ile life. 

At this time of crisis in the Church and the scourge 
of the pandemic, we should invoke with greater fervor 
and confidence the author of our mission: "Come Holy 
Spirit and renew the face of the earth and the face of 
our Congregation!

--- Fr. Armando Schnydrig, SVD
Parish priest of Holy Spirit Parish in San Joaquin

The parish in Fresia dedicated to the Holy Spirit on May 3, 1953.
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Posadas (ARE):

Our Lady of Fatima Day
On May 16, 2021, from very early in the morn-

ing, the vehicular pilgrimage in honor of Our 
Lady of Fatima began. But, first, the Catholic faithful 
gathered at the Cathedral of Posadas and departed to 
the Spiritual Center of Fatima (Garupá-Misiones).

Like last year, due to the coronavirus pandemic, the 
faithful had to march in their vehicles to avoid conta-
gion. In this context, hundreds of cars joined the pil-
grimage to ask for, and honor favors.

With the motto "Mother of love, give us a faithful 
heart like Joseph's," the faithful came to Fatima. But, 
unfortunately, due to the pandemic, the Mass was cel-
ebrated outside the Church, and hundreds of pilgrims 
witnessed the ceremony.

The pilgrimage was held on Sunday, May 16, to allow 
the participation of the parishioners, since the day of 
Our Lady of Fatima in the calendar of Catholic celebra-
tions is May 13.  --- Fatima Spirituality Center

Brazil-Southern Province (BRS):
Mission among truck drivers

The transportation 
of cargo in Brazil 

is mainly done by trucks. 
Therefore, the road system 
is the primary channel for 
transporting goods. For 
this reason, a large num-
ber of drivers spend up to a 
month or more away from 
their families, traveling 
from north to south. In ad-
dition to the difficulties of 
food, low wages, and rob-

beries, they experience loneliness. These truck driv-
ers, our brothers, cannot be left aside in our mission 
as SVD.

Fr. Edvino Sicuro SVD has been assisting truck driv-
ers for many years through a radio program on a net-
work of 30 stations and has written a novena for them. 
An edition of 28,000 copies has been published and is 
being distributed free. On the Feast of Saint Christo-
pher, the patron saint of drivers in Brazil, these novena 
booklets have been distributed free at gas stations and 
in parishes. 

Fr. Edvino has also created a Whatsapp group with 
the drivers. Fr. Edvino often listens to their anguish 
and problems, prayer requests, and financial difficulties 
through this social media platform. What is impressive 
is the faith they have in the protection of Our Lady of 
Aparecida. When they pass near the National Shrine, 
they stop for a moment of prayer.

--- Fr. Edvino Sicuro, SVD

Chicago (USC):
2021 Lifetime Achievement Award to 

Father Stephen Bevans SVD
The American Society of Missiology (ASM) has 

awarded its 2021 Lifetime Achievement Award 
to Father Stephen Bevans SVD. An internationally 
sought-after speaker, Father Bevans's academic focus 
includes Contextual Theology, the Theology of Chris-
tian Mission, and Missional Ecclesiology. One of his 
current endeavors is research into Pope Francis's idea 
of "the culture of encounter."

Father Bevans has taught at CTU for three decades. 
Before joining the CTU faculty, he served as a mission-
ary and professor in the Philippines. He has authored, 
co-authored, and edited 20 books, including Models 
of Contextual Theology (2002), An Introduction to 
Theology in Global Perspective (2009), Constants in 
Context: A Theology of Mission for Today (with Fa-
ther Roger Schroeder SVD, 2004) and Does God Love 
the Coronavirus? Friendship, Theology, and Hope in a 
Post-Covid World (Clemens Sedmak, forthcoming in 
2021).    www.divineword.org

Panamerican Zone (PANAM):
Twenty-five years of Spiritus- Hispanic American 

edition

The first issue of the Spiritus in the Hispanic-
American edition bears the number 140. It was 

not meant to start a missiological magazine but rather 
to participate in a space for reflection that already has a 
consolidated trajectory. The first issue was # 140 (1995, 
September), with "The Kingdom of God and Mission." 
It was published in Quito in June 1996.

The editorial office was in Quito, Ecuador. It opened 
the perspective that Latin America can participate 
more actively in the magazine and can contribute the 
richness of the experience of the grassroots communi-
ties. These communities are the varied aboriginal, Af-
ro-American, and mestizo cultures of the countryside 
and the cities.

Fr. Edvino Sicuro SVD has been 
assisting truck drivers for many 
years through a radio program.

Presentation of the first issue of Spiritus (June 1996), Hispanic Ameri-
can edition.
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For twenty-five years, since its first edition in June 

1996, the Hispanic American edition of Spiritus pro-
vided its readers with the vision, criteria, and experi-
ences of other continents. Thus, it contributed to Lat-
in America, Spain, and the United States, that is, the 
Spanish-speaking world. 

The Spiritus in the Hispanic American edition was 
indeed a worthy response to the urgent need in Latin 
America for a journal of missiological reflection. It 
satisfactorily addresses the critical issues of the con-
temporary mission of the Church. In many countries, 
there are magazines of a journalistic type that inform 
and disseminate reports on the missionary work of the 
Church. However, there is a lack of magazines of theo-
logical reflection on the mission.

--- Taken from the article of 
Fr. Christian Tauchner, SVD

Spiritus #241 

Brazil-Central Province (BRC):
Discovering traditional and alternative medicine
In 1992, in the parish N.Sra. Aparecida de Jardim 

Miriam, the pastoral of the sick, started because 
many patients lacked access to medical guidance and 
preventive illness methods. In that neighborhood, the 
health center could not serve so many people as there 
were more than ten favelas. 

We then started to guide people through more veg-
etarian nutrition. Finally, however, we felt that it was 
necessary to discover traditional and alternative medi-
cine, form natural and alternative medicine groups, 
train health promoters, promote studies on nutrition, 
and have alternative remedies at hand.

From 1995 on, the Bioenergy (Omura Ring test) 
method came to Brazil, and we started to orient our-
selves in this method to choose the plants necessary for 
the sick body. After ten years of taking BioEnergy and 
Phytotherapy courses and treating patients in Jardim 
Miriam, we felt it was time to take a step forward. With 
Bach flowers, we needed something more solid. So fr. 
Joseph Dillon SVD took a course on How to Learn to 
Use Bach Healing Herbs and Flower Remedies.

On November 25, 2017, we celebrated 25 years of 
this social work. During this time, thousands of people 
with physical and emotional situations received differ-
ent therapies considered complementary or alternative. 

We started with Bach Flowers and Phytotherapy. 
Then, with the "Bio Energia" method, we developed 
our way of treating the emotional and physical wounds 
caused by the dehumanized city of São Paulo.

--- Father Joseph Dillon

Brazil-Northern Province (BRN):
Honoring the victims of COVID-19 

with mercy and compassion
Fr. Milan Knezovic SVD, 

our confrere from Croa-
tia, is the parish priest of…..
He responded to the Provincial 
Superior and the Bishops' Con-
ference of Brazil to do a prayer 
service to remember and pray 
for the 500,000 victims of CO-
VID-19 in Brazil. 

The service was held in front 
of the parish Church. The place 

had the backdrop of a massive cross with a historical 
significance. It is a favorite place of prayer for the com-
munity. The invitation was limited to the active mem-
bers of the community, including the pastoral leaders. 
Some members of families who lost their loved ones 
were also present for the occasion. Around 50 people 
attended.

The service started at about 6:00 PM. The prayers 
that were used were the ones prayed at the cemetery 
during burials. There were also appropriate songs. The 
event's highlight was placing and lighting 500 candles, 
referring to the 500,000 lives lost in the country.

The event was also broadcasted online through Ins-
tagram. Fr. Milan gave a reflection. It was appreciated 
by those who attended the prayer service and those who 
joined online. The service was meant to show compas-
sion and mercy to those affected by this pandemic, 
especially those who lost a loved one. Unfortunately, 
these losses could have been avoided if the government 
and responsible authorities did their job. Fr. Milan has 
openly expressed his displeasure on how the pandemic 
is being confronted.

In his parish Fr. Milan continues to celebrate Masses 
and do the sacraments, following health protocols. He 
also reaches out to indigent families with the help of 
volunteers and benefactors. During Christmas, Easter, 
and in the month of June, Fr. Milan visited the poor 
and most affected areas and distributed food packets. 
He also motivated the members of the parish to donate 
food and basic supplies. He even used a social platform 
to encourage families to adopt a child from low-income 
families through aids and help.

Fr. Milan said, "I had tried my best to attend to al-
most all burials, especially those who died of COVID. 
In addition, I visit the sick, even those with the corona-
virus in the ICU." Fr. Milan has indeed proven that the 
true face of our Church is mercy and compassion, as 
Pope Francis attested.

--- From the sharing of Fr. Milan Knezovic, SVD
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Brazil-Amazon Region (BRA):

The reality sinks in, and we give our response
The COVID-19 pandemic arrived like a deluge, 

devastating life. The world lives in unprecedent-
ed collapse, suffering crises in various aspects of human 
life, including hunger. The deadly pandemic reflects 
negatively in a direct way the population's table. There 
is increased hunger and misery. Millions of people are 
going hungry, especially the poorest of the poor.

Despite the efforts of many non-governmental orga-
nizations to help the affected people, it has not been 
enough. And to make matters worse, the emergency 
aid given by the federal government was decreased at 
the end of 2020. Thus, on the one hand, there is a lack 
of financial resources, and on the other hand, the price 
of food is rising steadily. All these facts contribute to 
the growth of poverty. 

Faced with this glaring reality, the Society of the Di-
vine Word, through its social dimension (JUPIC), has 
committed to being in solidarity with the lives of our 
brothers and sisters. The SVD, within its possibility, is 
permanently attentive to the cries of the people and 
their social problems. With the donated resources, we 
share food baskets in some parishes and areas of the 
SVD Amazon region.         --- Fr. Juventinus Nandus 

JPIC Coordinator BRA

Argentina-Southern Province (ARS):
Lights and shadows in vocation promotion
Fr. Sergio Candia, SVD, Vocation Animator of 

ARS, shared some lights and shadows in the ser-
vice of accompanying those who show a particular in-
terest in joining our Congregation. Among the lights, 
he highlights the accessibility and management that the 
new generations have regarding social networks, which 
helps a lot in these times of health restrictions. Some 
young people consult, request information, and estab-
lish a contact that makes follow-up possible. 

The shadows are mainly distinguished by the mini-
mal number of these interested young people and the 
current pandemic situation that prevents or hinders 
any initiative to reach the districts. Thus, we continue 
to add years without local candidates for our initial for-
mation. This comes back to each of us as a motivation 
to insist on vocation promotion wherever we find our-
selves on a mission. 

Perhaps with the excellent use of the networks with-
in our reach, we can include some special virtual mo-
ments dedicated to a particular vocational theme. Fr. 
Sergio will take responsibility to organize, encourage 
and accompany those interested.

--- Enraizados ARS

OUR DEPARTED
SVD  Name                                         Province  + Date-Death   Age    Vows  Year of Orders

Fr. Purappanthanam, Joseph   INC 05.06.2021 75 53 44
Fr. Wilhelm, Manfredo   PAR 08.06.2021 79 56 52
Fr. Ekka, Gregory    INE 08.06.2021 55 29 24
Fr. Nemer, Lawrence    AUS 09.06.2021 89 69 61
Fr. Bsteh, Andreas Josef Maria  ECP 09.06.2021 88 66 62
Fr. Panek, Tadeusz Marian   POL 10.06.2021 72 39 34
Fr. Rotter, Paul    ECP 12.06.2021 82 64 46
Fr. Pasala, George    INH 14.06.2021 52 26 21
Fr. Nsangi Munsemvula, Frédéric  CNG 14.06.2021 61 39 31
Bro. Djehurut, Aloysius, <Albertinus> IDR 14.06.2021 78 54 **
Fr. Serrao, Chrysostom John   INM 25.06.2021 70 46 39
Fr. Gelera, Maximo    PHS 24.06.2021 88 63 58
Fr. Niravath, George Varghese  BOT 25.06.2021 63 41 35
Fr. Ramos, Ponciano    USW 29.06.2021 75 40 36
Fr. Mitakda, Antonius Sarto   IDJ 05.07.2021 55 35 29
Fr. Schweizer, Bernard   GER 10.07.2021 89 67 62
Fr. Kota, Bernardus    IDE 12.07.2021 85 61 55
Fr. Panda Koten, Philipus   IDE 13.07.2021 57 35 29
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Fr. Antonius Sarto Mikada (IDJ)
05-07-2021; 66-84-86-91-92

Antonius Sarto Mitakda was born 
on February 7, 1966 in Olilit Baru, 

Indonesia. He began his novitiate in Batu 
on August 19, 1984. He pronounced his 
first vows in Batu on July 18, 1986. On 
July 18, 1991, he pronounced his perpetu-

al vows in Malang. He was ordained a priest in Ambon 
on September 8, 1992.

Fr. Sarto received his first mission assignment to 
the Province of Ghana (GHA). Before leaving for his 
first mission, he was appointed Assistant Parish Priest 
at St. Arnold Parish, Bekasi, Archdiocese of Jakarta 
from 1992 until1995. When he arrived in Ghana, he at-
tended a mission orientation course at the Tamale In-
stitute of Cross-Cultural Ministry in 1996-1997. After 
the course, he was assigned as a co-pastor at Our Lady 
of Lourdes Cathedral, Yendi, from 1997-2003. In ad-
dition, he worked in the Diocesan Youth Chaplaincy, 
Prison Ministry, and Interreligious dialogue among 
Catholics and Muslims. 

After five years of mission in GHA, he asks for a 
transfer to the Indonesia-Java Province (IDJ). Before 
returning to Java, he joined the Renewal Course in 
Nemi in 2003. His first assignment in IDJ was Parish 
Priest of St. John the Baptist Parish, Wonokromo, Sura-
baya Diocese, from 2003 until January 2011. 

On January 29, 2011, he was assigned Parish Priest 
of St. Peter Parish, Lubuk Baja Batam, Pangkalpinang 
Diocese, since January 29, 2011. From July 15, 2013, 
until December 21, 2013, he took the formator course 
at Asian Religious Formation Institute in Manila, Phil-
ippines. On May 10, 2014, the Bishop appointed him 
Parish Priest of St. Mikhael Parish, Kranji, Bekasi Barat. 
Fr. Sarto completed his service at the Kranji Parish on 
January 14, 2018.

Fr. Sarto was appointed the Coordinator of Mission 
Animation for two terms:2017-2020 and 2020-2023. 
He was also appointed the Mission Secretary of IDJ 
from 2020 until 2023. He also carried out the duties 
as Coordinator of the Lay Missionary Movement from 
2020-2023 and Provincial Moderator for Java SVD 
SOVERDIA. 

On June 19, 2021, Fr. Sarto tested positive for CO-
VID-19. He was immediately referred to St. Carolus 
Hospital, Jakarta, for further isolation and treatment. 
Since June 21, 2021, Fr. Sarto's oxygen saturation had 
decreased. The Doctors and nurses had struggled to 
care for him following the procedures for handling CO-
VID-19 patients.

Fr. Sarto lost the battle with the virus. He was de-
clared dead on July 5, 2021, at St. Carolus Hospital, Ja-
karta. Due to the pandemic and government policies, 
he could not be buried at the Kembang Kuning Ceme-
tery in Surabaya. The service of a crematorium was also 
impossible due to high demand. Finally, he was buried 
at the San Diego Hills Cemetery in Karawang on July 
6, 2021.

Fr. Chrysostom John Serrao (INM)
26-06-2021; 51-73-75-81-82

Chrysostom John Serrao was born 
on January 27, 1951, in Moodubid-

ri, diocese of Mangalore, India. Sixth of 
eleven siblings, John Chrysostom Serrao 
was born to Piad Serrao and Gracy Mary.

Serrao. Out of the eleven children, sev-
en of them dedicated themselves to the service of the 
Lord. One even was elevated to be a Bishop.

He entered the seminary in Kirem in 1967. He began 
his novitiate in Khurda on June 17, 1973. He professed 
his first vows in Pune on June 12, 1975. He had his per-
petual profession of vows on June 7, 1981, in Pune. He 
was ordained a priest in Bandra on April 20, 1982. The 
first three years of his priestly life were spent in pastoral 
service in Zaire, Africa. 

Between the years 1989 and 1994, he did his Master’s 
Degree in Missiology from Canada and later a Diploma 
Course in Human Development, also from Canada. He 
spent the years between 1994 and 2005 in Formation 
Ministry in Nairobi, Kenya. He served as Rector at the 
SVD Common Formation Centre (CFC) in Langata, 
Nairobi. Later, he was elected as the Provincial Supe-
rior of Kenya in the year 2005 and spent three years in 
Administration,

He returned to India and continued the formation 
work as Vice-Rector and Rector of Vidya Niketan, My-

OBITUARIES

SSpS
 Sister: Rel. Name and Family Name           Prov/Reg  Date-Death   Age   Yrs. in Vows

Sr. Dina, Azucena Dina Tobares  PAR  26.05.2021 68 42
Sr. Hildemaria, Leoncia Sarigumba  PHN  06.06.2021 95 69
Sr. Felicite, Maria Schöner   GER  08.06.2021 99 61
Sr. Maria Dolorosa Farias   TIM  15.06.2021 95 58
Sr. Robertilde, W. Anthonia v.d. Meer FLW  18.06.2021 87 64 
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sore, for the next five years. Later on, he rendered his 
service as the Manager of St. Arnold’s Central School, 
Mysore. From 2017 till recently, he served as Spiritual 
Director in Divine Word Seminary, Pune, and Vidya 
Niketan, Mysore.

John was known as a ‘Gentleman Priest’ and was 
loved by his companions and friends. He was a com-
passionate, committed, loving, self-disciplined, and re-
sponsible confrere, a fine human being, a good priest, 
a respected superior, and a caring friend. He was avail-
able for any help for anyone at any time. He was a com-
munity man and discharged his duties meticulously 
and responsibly. However, what stands out loud and 
clear is his prayer life. 

Fr. John Serrao, who was suffering from Carcinoma, 
was brought to Soverdia for better care and treatment 
at the beginning of March. Though he showed signs of 
improvement, he gradually became weaker and weaker. 
Finally, on June 24, his oxygen level dropped consid-
erably, which necessitated his admission to the Holy 
Spirit Hospital ICU due to respiratory complications. 

Despite the best efforts of the medical team of the 
ICU, on June 26 at 3.22 am, he breathed his last. In 
the passing away of Fr. John, the Society of the Divine 
Word in general and INM, in particular, lost a dedi-
cated, down-to-earth missionary, a loyal son. May he 
rest in peace!

Fr. George Pasala (INH)
14-06-2021; 69-94-95-99-00

George Pasala was born on June 26, 
1969, in Altrajpet, the first parish 

where the SVDs landed in 1972. Hav-
ing completed his primary and second-
ary education, he joined the SVD minor 
seminary at Jyothi Niketan, Narasaraopet, 

in 1986. He began his novitiate in Khurda on June 15, 
1994. He professed his first vows in Khurda on June 10, 
1995. He pronounced his perpetual vows in Pune on 
January 3, 1999. After his theological studies, he was 
ordained a priest in Pune, the first SVD priest from Ali-
rajpet, on April 10, 2000. His first assignment was then 
INS Province. 

Fr. George was appointed prefect and procurator in 
the Minor Seminary for two years. In 2003 he was ap-
pointed parish priest at Medarametla and worked for 
three years. In 2006 he was appointed to Toopran to 
be the parish priest and procurator of the school there. 

He spent the next three years in the new mission at 
Nizampet, trying to develop the newly bought land. In 
2011 he was appointed Parish Priest at Sts. Peter and 
Paul Church, Janagaon. After three years, he was trans-
ferred to Addanki to be the parish priest. In 2016 he 
was appointed to Arogya Matha Church at Madha-
puram as assistant Parish Priest. He also spent a year in 
Gurunilayam. 

As the new mission in Rudrasamudram was taken 
up, he was asked to assist there with Fr. A. Joseph. He 
began to develop health complications, and after that, 
he spent his months in Arnold Bhavan. When his treat-
ment required dialysis three times a week, he was asked 
to stay at Divine Word Cente,r Muthangi as it was clos-
er to the hospital. He continued to be part of that com-
munity until his last breath. 

Fr. George had been on dialysis for nearly two years 
on alternate days. He was a Hepatitis B patient and had 
many other complications. Recently, he had a cardiac 
arrest and was resuscitated with CPR. Most of his vital 
organs had failed by then. The doctors had given him 
very little chance to survive when On June 14, he once 
again had a massive cardiac arrest, and this time, he 
succumbed to it. He breathed his last around noon in 
the hospital itself.

Fr. George was a simple, affectionate, and respectful 
person. During his ministry, he was ready to undertake 
any assignment anywhere. He was people-oriented, 
and he would spend lots of time visiting people in their 
homes in the villages and substations. As his health be-
gan to deteriorate, he accepted it calmly and endured 
the sufferings patiently. He knew that he would not live 
long, yet he was cheerful and calm. 

Fr. George was 52 years old, 21 years as a priest, and 
26 years religious. The Society of the Divine Word and 
INH province will miss him and many of his friends in 
Andhra and Telangana.

Fr. Paul Rotter (GER)
12-06-2021; 39-57-59-65-75

Paul Rotter was born on September 
3, 1939, the day World War II be-

gan, in the village of Sauerwitz in the Sile-
sia region, then Germany, now Poland. He 
entered the seminary in St. Augustin on 
May 28, 1954. On September 8, 1957, he 

began the novitiate in Sankt Augustin as a Brother re-
ceiving the religious name "Brother Peter." On Septem-
ber 8, 1959, he made his First Profession. 

Though still in temporary vows, in 1963, Bro. Peter 
received a mission appointment for Encarnación, Para-
guay. He initially served as Bishop Wiesen's secretary, 
bookkeeper and driver. In 1964, he became prefect of 
the SVD minor seminary in Hohenau, where, on Sep-
tember 8, 1965, he made his perpetual profession. 

After much prayerful reflection, he decided to be-
come a priest. He first obtained his high school di-
ploma and studied philosophy. At the same time, he 
served as provincial treasurer (from 1969) and director 
of the "Colegio Beato Roque Gonzalez." Then, in Janu-
ary 1972, he began studying theology in St. Augustin, 
Germany, where he was ordained a priest on February 
23, 1975, by Mons. Bockwinkel SVD, bishop of Encar-
nacion.
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The bishop appointed "Padre Pedro," as he was now 

called, administrative officer of the Prelature. In 1980, 
Fr. Pedro became dean of the Catholic University of 
Encarnación but doing pastoral work on weekends. To 
replace the inadequate and old facilities, Fr. Pedro had 
a new university building constructed with the help of 
the Paraguayan Ministry of Development and the Ger-
man aid organization Misereor. 

In 1983 he was again appointed provincial treasurer. 
From 1987 to 1990, at the request of the North Ger-
man Province, he served as officer-in-charge of the 
staff of the SVD magazines in Germany. Returning to 
Paraguay In early 1991, he was made pastor of Ypehú, 
a remote rural parish in northern Paraguay. Appointed 
provincial treasurer in 1993, he moved to Asunción, 
where he also became Rector of the Central House. 

From 1999 onward, Fr. Rotter worked in parishes in 
the "united colonies" in Itapúa. But till 2008, he also 
served as a financial administrator and then director of 
the large high school "Colegio San Blas" in Obligado. 
After staying in Bella Vista and Hohenau in 2017, he 
finally settled in the Central house in Mboi Caé, En-
carnación. Again and again, health problems appeared 
requiring frequent hospitalization,

In 2019, he traveled to Germany for his 80th birth-
day and the 60th anniversary of his profession. Again, 
health problems manifested themselves. He was diag-
nosed with cancer in an advanced state. It was decided 
that he would stay in the retirement home of the Ger-
man Province in St. Wendel, where he could have ad-
equate care. 

Although the doctors gave him only a few months to 
live, Fr. Pedro amazingly recovered so well. He could 
participate in the community's daily life, always smil-
ing, balanced, and never dissatisfied. In the last two 
weeks, his health suddenly worsened. On the evening 
of June 12, 2021, the Lord called him to Himself.

Fr. Lawrence Nemer (AUS)
09-06-2021; 32-50-52-58-60

Lawrence Nemer was born on No-
vember 24, 1932, in Chicago, USA. 

He entered the seminary in East Troy 
on September 4, 1946. He began his no-
vitiate in Techny on September 8, 1950. 
He professed his first vows in Techny on 

September 8, 1952. He pronounced his perpetual vows 
in Techny on September 8, 1958. He was ordained a 
priest in Techny by Cardinal Albert Meyer on April 2, 
1960. 

Father Nemer began his teaching career as a semi-
narian, teaching English literature at the Brother 
Candidates’ High School at Techny, Ill., in 1958. Af-
ter earning a licentiate in Missiology at the Gregorian 
University in Rome in 1962, he returned to Techny. In 
addition, he taught missiology, Church history, and lit-

urgy at Divine Word Seminary.
In 1970, when the number of seminarians declined, 

Father Nemer became a leader in transitioning stu-
dents from St. Mary’s Seminary at Techny to CTU. 
For the next two decades, he taught Church History at 
CTU and was named a full professor in 1985.

A missionary in Australia for 25 years, Father Nemer 
was lector emeritus at Yarra Theological Union in Box 
Hill (Melbourne), Australia. In 1991, he became a lec-
turer in Church History and Mission Studies at Yarra 
Theological Union. Apart from six years as president 
of the Missionary Institute London in London, he de-
voted the rest of his career to Yarra Theological Union.

In 1998, he was appointed from AUS to Great 
Britain. He worked in Teignmouth Road in London. 
In 2004, he assumed an assignment to AUS, and he 
worked in Box Hill House of Studies. He became the 
Director of Studies from 2009-2010. After that, he 
was formally appointed the Director of Studies for the 
Province, which he held until 2018. In 2018 he joined 
the Marsfield community until his passing on June 9, 
2021.

In addition to the licentiate in Missiology, Father 
Nemer held a master’s degree in Modern Church 
History from The Catholic University of America in 
Washington, D.C., and a doctorate in Church History 
from Cambridge University in England.

During the summers, he taught courses in Vietnam, 
the Philippines, Papua New Guinea, and the United 
States. He was the founding president of the Austra-
lian Association for Mission Studies. He served on the 
Editorial Committee for the Catholic Mission Office 
in London and as chair of the Editorial Board of the 
Australian Journal for Mission Studies.

Father Nemer’s funeral Mass was held at the Arnold 
Janssen Chapel in Sydney, Australia.

Fr. Andreas Bsteh (ECP)
09-06-2021; 33-54-55-58-59

Andreas Bsteh was born on Octo-
ber 15, 1933, in Vienna, Austria. 

After secondary school in Vienna and 
his graduation in 1952, he studied theol-
ogy at the University of Innsbruck until 
1954. He then joined the SVD by enter-

ing the novitiate in St. Gabriel, Mödling, on Septem-
ber 8, 1954. He professed his first vows in Saint Ga-
briel on September 9, 1955. From 1955 he continued 
his studies at the Hochschule (Theological College) of 
St. Gabriel. Finally, he declared his perpetual vows in 
Saint Gabriel on September 8, 1958. On May 7, 1959, 
he was ordained a priest in the Holy Spirit Church of 
St. Gabriel.

After his ordination to the priesthood, Fr. Bsteh 
worked from 1959 to 1961 as a chaplain for overseas 
students in Vienna and was the initiator of the foun-
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dation of the Afro-Asian Institute by Cardinal Franz 
König. He then returned to the Faculty of Theology in 
Innsbruck for doctoral studies, which he completed in 
1965 with a dissertation under Karl Rahner entitled 
"On the question of the universality of salvation." In 
the same year, he became a professor of fundamental 
theology at the Hochschule St. Gabriel. He was its dean 
from 1971 to 1986. He achieved the reorganization and 
the state recognition of the Hochschule. In addition, he 
was director of the library (1973 to 2009), which was 
reorganized, cataloged, and digitized. 

As director of the Mission Ethnographic Museum 
(1975 to 2009), he organized the presentation of the 
collections (1979) and the complete documentation of 
the objects. He did this with the support of the Ministry 
of Science. He saw the museum as a privileged place 
for showing Christian mission as a cultural encounter 
and dialogue. Therefore, the Hochschule, library, and 
museum had to be closed between 2000 and 2010 for 
various reasons was a great pain for him.

To a certain extent, Fr. Bsteh dedicated his life to 
interreligious dialogue. From the 1970s, he organized 
meetings and conferences. He published many books 
devoted to the dialogue between the great world reli-
gions and especially with Islam. 1991 he founded the 
St. Gabriel Institute for Theology of Religion. At the re-
quest of the Austrian Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
in cooperation with government agencies and experts 
from the University of Vienna, he organized sizeable 
Christian-Muslim dialogue conferences. They dealt 
with topics such as peace, justice, and human dignity. 

All conferences are documented in book form and 
are available in European and Oriental languages. It was 
a particular pleasure for Fr. Bsteh that they have also 
been made available on the Internet by the University 
of Vienna. The Christian-Islamic summer universities 
for young people were also a matter close to his heart.

He showed much appreciation to his staff, but he also 
demanded much from them. He succeeded in inspiring 
people with grand visions and convincing them with 
meticulous work. In 2013, to document his life's work, 
he published the book "History of a Dialogue." Wit-
ness to the great appreciation for his work is the honors 
awarded him by the Republic of Austria, the Province 
of Vienna, the municipality of Maria Enzersdorf, and 
the Kurt Schubert Prize in 2014.

Fr. Andreas Bsteh spent his retirement in the Freina-
demetzheim of St. Gabriel. Here he passed away in the 
evening hours of June 9, 2021. The resurrection service 
was celebrated on June 21. Afterward, the community 
accompanied him to his last resting place in the SVD 
cemetery.

Fr. Gregory Ekka (INE)
08-06-2021; 66-91-92-96-97

On June 16, 1966, Gregory Ekka was 
born at Khijurtoli village in the 

Barilapta parish of the Rourkela diocese. 
He entered the seminary in Sambalpur on 
June 20, 1984. He started his novitiate in 
Khurda on June 15, 1991. He pronounced 

his first vows in Khurda on June 10, 1992. He professed 
his perpetual vows in Pune on January 2, 1996. He was 
ordained a priest in his home parish Barilapta on Feb-
ruary 1, 1997. His first mission assignment was India 
Eastern Province (INE). 

Fr. Gregory’s first appointment in the Province was at 
Gaibira as Assistant Parish Priest (1997-1998). In 1998, 
he started his Post-Graduate studies at Sambalpur Uni-
versity, staying at Burla during the first two years. He 
completed his M.A. studies in 2001, staying at Jhar-
suguda as Assistant Parish Priest. After his University 
studies, he was appointed at the Divine Word College, 
Gaibira (New Orissa Higher Secondary School, Gaibira 
Babudih). In 2008, he was appointed the Principal at 
the same place, a job he held till his untimely death. 

Father Gregory was a very talented young mission-
ary. He was a born musician and a singer. He was often 
shy and always soft-spoken but easy to make friends 
with and was well accepted. Hardworking and com-
mitted, he could be trusted to do the work entrusted 
to him. The desire to become a priest was in him from 
an early age. Even as a child, he used to practice “dis-
tributing communion” using sliced sweet potato. When 
many of his companions at Jyoti Bhavan opted to be-
come diocesan priests, Gregory chose to join the SVD. 
He found it more challenging and better oriented to the 
service of the people.

Fr. Gregory was a diabetic patient. The second wave 
of COVID-19 inflicted a severe infection that required 
lengthy and intense hospital treatment. He was finally 
discharged from the hospital as he tested negative for 
Covid-19 and was brought to Janssen Bhavan, Jharsu-
guda. He was still on 24-hour oxygen support. 

Just two days after his arrival in Jharsuguda, he com-
plained of stomach pain and was taken to hospital. As 
his lungs eventually gave way, he breathed his last on 
the evening of June 8, 2021. 

Incidentally, Fr. Gregory had lost his father on April 
27 due to old age. And even more sadly, his sister, Sr. 
Josephine, FSMA, who had come from Rajasthan for 
the father's funeral, had succumbed to corona infection 
on May 21.
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Fr. Joseph Purappanthanam (INC)
05-06-2021; 46-66-68-75-77

Joseph Purappanthanam was born 
on March 26, 1946, in Thidanad, 

Diocese of Palai, India. In June 1963, 
he entered the Saint John seminary in 
Changanacherry. He began his novitiate 
in Khurda on June 12, 1966. He professed 

his first vows in Khurda on April 23, 1968. He declared 
his perpetual vows on September 8, 1975, in Pune. He 
was ordained a priest by Bishop Joseph Pallikaparam-
bil on February 19, 1977, in Chennad. His first mission 
appointment was the Region of Indore. 

His first assignment was as an assistant priest at 
Catholic Church Roshini, Khandwa diocese. After a 
year, he was appointed the associate novice Master at 
Catholic Ashram Khurda for a term. In 1980, he did 
his Masters's in Philosophy from the University of 
Pune. Upon completing Master of Philosophy, he was 
appointed to the formation house in Vidya Niketan, 
Mysore, for the next nine years as Professor, Procura-
tor, Librarian, and Dean. He also served a term from 
1988 as the National Formation Secretary for India's 
SVD Formation Board. 

In 1991, he was transferred to Khrist Premalaya 
Philosophate, Bhopal, as its Dean and Professor. Being 
in formation and teaching, Fr. Joseph soon discovered 
that his heart was not in philosophy but in-Depth Psy-
chology. He was permitted to do a Master's In-Depth 
Psychology at the Pacific University, USA. He did his 
studies in Jungian psychology with a particular focus 
on dream analysis. Later, he also graduated in coun-
seling psychology, emphasizing Marriage, Family, and 
Child Counselling at the Institute of Behavioral Medi-
cines.

On his return from the USA in 1996, he was ap-
pointed director of Snehalay, Indore. He developed 
Snehalay into a spirituality and counseling center and 
organized several dream workshops. He also guided 
individuals who came for guided retreats. He also con-
tinued to be a visiting Professor at the Philosophate in 
Bhopal.

In 2005, he volunteered to use his experience and 
developed Panorama, Pachmarhi as a Spirituality and 
Counselling Center. In 2006, he was also appointed as 
one of the District Council members of Bhopal SVD 
District for a term. He continued his stay there until 
2017, when he was appointed to assist at the Kankria 
Ashram, Indore. In the following year, he chose retire-
ment and shifted his residence to St. Joseph's House, 
Arnold Seva Sadan, Indore.

He was one of the few Divine Word Missionaries 
who specialized in in-depth psychology and dream 
analysis. His contributions in these areas will be re-
membered for many years to come. As a person, he 
was unassuming and very spiritual. His life was highly 

focused, and he carried out all the assignments with 
great dedication. He was also always available for spiri-
tual guidance and talks. He lived a fully committed life 
and tried to contribute to whatever positions he held 
in the province. 

Fr. Joseph Purappananthanam was admitted to St 
Francis Hospital in Indore on May 20. He was tested 
positive for the coronavirus. Since his admission to the 
hospital, his condition deteriorated, and he was put 
on a ventilator. He passed away on June 5, 2021. The 
following day a funeral mass was held at Holy Spirit 
Church Palda. Archbishop Leo Cornelio SVD, Bish-
op Chacko Thottumarickal SVD, Provincial Joemon 
James SVD, and a few SVD priests concelebrated the 
funeral Eucharist and funeral services at Holy Spirit 
Church, Palda. 

Fr. James Arackal (INE)
28-05-2021; 27-51-53-59-59

James Arackal was born on July 26, 
1927, in Kappu of the Diocese of Ko-

thamangalam, India. Fr. Zimmermann 
visited the Mission House and chose a 
few to join SVDs. James Arackal was the 
first Indian SVD to have been selected by 

Fr. Zimmermann. After completing his initial stay at 
Mission House, he was taken to Mhow by Fr. Zimmer-
man. He started his novitiate in Mhow on December 
21, 1951. He pronounced his first vows in Palda on De-
cember 21, 1953. He pronounced his perpetual vows 
in Pune on January 21, 1959. He was ordained a priest 
in Indore on October 2, 1959. His first mission assign-
ment was the then India Sambalpur (INR). 

He worked in different capacities like Asst. Parish 
Priest at Jhunmur, Kesramal; Parish Priest at Kanta-
pli, Sikajore, Gaibira, Sundargarh, Turbunga, Jhun-
mur, and Birmitrapur. Fr. James Arackal's services in 
the Province were: Asst. Priest, Jhunmur (1960-61), 
Asst. Priest, Kesramal (1961-64), Parish Priest, Kanta-
pali (1964-68), Parish Priest, Sikajor (1970-74), Parish 
Priest, Gaibira (1974-1981), Parish Priest, Sundargarh 
(1981-85), Parish Priest, Turbunga (1985-1991), Par-
ish Priest, Jhunmur (1991-98), Parish Priest, Birmi-
trapur (1998-2004) Spiritual Director, Brothers' For-
mation House. Bagdehi (2004-06), Assistant Priest, 
Bondamunda (2006-2009). 

In 2009 he retired from active life and came to Jans-
sen Bhavan, Jhrasuguda, to be part of the praying min-
istry group. Fr. James Arackal had many great experi-
ences. As a young priest at Kantapli, he used to visit all 
the substations of the parish. In his time, there were 70 
substations in Kantapli parish. His mode of transport 
to these substations was a bicycle. The remotest village 
was about 75 km. He used to carry all the things need-
ed for his journey, stop in a few places, and proceed. 

However, he had a joyful experience of serving the 
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people in need. Throughout his life, Fr. Arackal was a 
simple missionary who loved and cared for his flock. 
He was instrumental in beginning High School at 
Jhunmur. He was always ready to attend the sick calls, 
even at night. 

Till his death, he enjoyed perfect health, though 
he is the most senior in the Province. His food habits 
have made him strong. He complained of uneasiness 
and was admitted to St. Mary's Hospital, Jharsuguda on 
the morning of May 27. He was given medical assis-
tance. Nevertheless, the Lord called him to eternity on 
May 28, 2021, at 12:30 pm. He was laid to rest at Shanti 
Bhavan Cemetery on the same day by Fr. Petrus Kullu 
SVD, the Provincial Superior, in the presence of a few 
confreres.

Fr. John David (INE)
28-05-2021; 53-72-74-81-82

On February 16, 1953, John David 
was born in Ashok Nagar of the 

Diocese of Madras and Mylapore, India. 
He entered the seminary in Trichy in 
1967. He started his novitiate program on 
June 20, 1972. He professed his first vows 

in Pune on June 8, 1974. He pronounced his perpetual 
vows on June 7, 1981. He was ordained a priest in Ma-
dras on May 2, 1982. 

When Fr. David arrived in the Province as a new 
priest, his first appointment was as Assistant Parish 
Priest at Gaibira (the first place SVDs arrived in the 
mission). In the almost four decades of his life in the 
mission, Fr. David has served the mission in many dif-
ferent capacities: Parish Priest, Provincial Treasurer, 
District Superior (Sundargarh), Secretary to the Bishop 
(of Rourkela), Member of the Province Finance Com-
mittee, among others.

From 1983-1986, he was Assistant Parish Priest 
in Gaibira. From 1986-1989 he was appointed Parish 
Priest in Thakurpali. He was the Secretary to the Bish-
op of Rourkela from 1989-1991. Bishop of Rourkela. 
He worked in the then INS in Mysore from 1991-94. 
Fron 1994-1996, he was the Parish Priest in Jolda. He 
was appointed Provincial Treasurer for two terms from 
1996-2002. 

From 2002-04 he worked at St. Arnold School. He 
was appointed the District Superior of the District of 
Sundargarh from 2005-08. His other ministries include 
being a parish priest in Saunamara and Bagdehi. He 
also was in charge of the community in Janssen Bha-
van. He also worked in UPAYA and Jharsuguda in the 
field of health care.

Fr. John David had many talents. He was spontane-
ous in cracking very humorous jokes, which everybody 
enjoyed. Yet, the most outstanding of his character was 
his honesty and integrity. He could be trusted to do any 
job entrusted to him to the best of his ability. 

Fr. David’s life was an inspiration for many. All saw 
his zeal for the mission and his concern for the poor 
and the less privileged. In his dealings with the peo-
ple, he was kind and generous. He led a simple life but 
never compromised on his principles. Eventually, the 
strenuous life he led took its toll on his health, ending 
up in hypertension. 

From July 2018 on, he was under treatment and 
medication. In 2021 he was affected by more physical 
ailments. Problems with his Thyroid and Lungs re-
quired vital medicines. But he was not able to take suf-
ficient food to offset the effects of the potent drugs. On 
the evening of May 27, 2021, as he was about to have 
his supper, he collapsed and breathed his last within a 
short while.

Due to the prevailing restrictions because of the 
lockdown, Fr. David was given a simple funeral in the 
Cemetery at the Provincial House in Shanti Bhavan on 
May 28, 2021. It was the day before his 39th-anniversa-
ry ordination.

Fr. Yosef Waryadi (IDJ)
27-05-2021; 65-86-88-94-95

Yosef Waryadi was born on June 14, 
1965, in Sedayu, belonging to the 

diocese of Semarang in Indonesia. He en-
tered the seminary in Batu on August 4, 
1985. He began his novitiate on Septem-
ber 8, 1986. He professed his first vows in 

Malang on July 18, 1988. From 1987-1995, he studied 
Philosophy and Theology at the undergraduate and 
postgraduate levels at STFT (Institute of Philosophy 
and Theology) Widya Sasana Malang. He lived at the 
Surya Wacana SVD Major Seminary in Malang. 

After finishing his undergraduate studies, he did a 
one-year pastoral practicum in the Parish of St. Peter 
Lubuk Baja Batam, Pangkalpinang Diocese. He pro-
fessed his perpetual vows in Malang on September 1, 
1994. He was ordained a priest on September 15, 1995, 
at the Sacred Heart Parish of Jesus Palasari, West Bali, 
by Most Rev. Vitalis Djebarus, SVD, Bishop of the Dio-
cese of Denpasar.

He received an initial assignment to serve as a mis-
sionary in the Brazil-Amazon Region. Before leav-
ing for his mission, he worked at Long Segar Parish, 
Samarinda Archdiocese, as an assistant Parish Priest, 
from 1995-1997. His first mission appointment to the 
Amazon Region was canceled. Instead, he was sent to a 
new assignment, the Parish of St. Joseph in Lawe Desky, 
as assistant Parish Priest, from 1997-2001. In 2002-
2005, he shifted his missionary service as an associate 
Parish Priest at St. Fidelis Parish in Dolok Sanggul and 
St. Conrad in Martubung 

After serving in different parishes for approximately 
twelve years, Fr. Yosef did the renewal course in Nemi 
in 2008. Upon his return, Fr. Yosef was appointed to the 
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Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, in Palasari, West Bali, for 
several months in 2009 and was subsequently trans-
ferred as parish priest of St. Antonius Padua Ampen-
an, Lombok, from 2009-2014.

On February 1, 2015, he became the assistant Parish 
Priest of St. Arnold parish in Bekasi, Jakarta. A year 
later, he was presented again to accept the assignment 
as parish priest of St. Alphonsus Rodrigues in Pade-
mangan. Finally, on March 3, 2019, he served as an as-
sistant Paris Priest in the Parish of St. John the Baptist, 
Wonokromo, Diocese of Surabaya.

Fr. Yosef suffered a heart attack while sitting in front 
of the Clinic of the parish of St. John the Baptist, Wo-
nokromo. He was rushed to the Navy Hospital. He 
was declared dead on May 27, 2021, at 20:55 due to a 
massive heart attack. Now Fr. Yosef Waryadi has rested 
in peace. We all accompanied his departure with our 
prayers and farewell greetings. Thank you for your sac-
rifices and services.

Fr. Binit Kumar Barla (INE) afill (ZIM)
22-05-2021; 90-13-14-20-21

Binit Kumar Barla was born on 
March 11, 1990, in Motogoli, be-

longing to Rourkela Diocese, India. He 
entered the seminary in Lungai on July 2, 
2006. He began his novitiate in Khurda 
on June 29, 2013. He professed his first 

vows in Khurda on June 17, 2014. In 2017, he was 
transferred from INC to INM for theology. He did 
his theological studies in Pune from 2017-2019. He 
pronounced his perpetual vows in Pune on January 2, 
2020. He received his first assignment to ZIM. He was 
ordained a deacon on January 3, 2020. On February 
5, 2021, he was ordained a priest in Orissa by Mon. 
Kishor Kumar Kujur, bishop of Rourkela, at Jhunmur. 
Fr. Binit was appointed to Zimbabwe Region. 

Until his visa work could begin, he opted to work in 
INE Province as a new priest. Fr. Binit was an actual 
and straightforward human person with lots of fine 
qualities. He was sincere, honest, and hard-working. 

Moreover, he was systematic and had the attitude to do 
things in the right and the best way possible, so much 
so that he was given the title ‚Mr. Sincere' by the work 
senior in Chennai formation house. 

He always prayed for all the missionaries who work 
under challenging missions and wanted to be one. His 
famous words were, 'I want to be a pioneer missionary 
under challenging tasks, and even if I die, I will die as a 
frontier missionary. His understanding was that a mis-
sionary breaks himself and comes out of his comfort 
zone to reach out to needy people. 

He formed himself well and had the aptitude of a 
missionary. He exhibited maturity in all his dealings 
and relationships. He was a person who talked less and 
listened more. A man with a bundle of talents, abilities 
and had good communication skills. His favorite mu-
sical instrument was the tabla. Though he played it less 
on everyday occasions, he enjoyed learning and prac-
ticing it. He was a good singer too and never missed 
any singing practice. He would be there in the feast day 
choir all the time. 

He loved his family very much. He often proudly 
said, It is my family that boosts me up to go ahead in 
my dreamed missionary life. He loved praying for the 
well-being of his family. He shared many good values 
and practices that he learned from his parents.

He fought a good fight with the Coronavirus by be-
ing in the ICU for 22 days. God eased his suffering by 
calling Binit to Himself on May 22, 2021, at 10:55 p.m. 
He was laid to rest at Kesarmal Parish Cemetery due to 
the civil authorities' denial to bury him at Shanti Bha-
van, Jharsuguda.

Though he is no longer with us, his unassuming 
and straightforward nature would ever remain in our 
hearts. He has left all his family, friends, confreres, and 
acquaintance with the best of his sweet memories to 
cherish. His ordination motto says‚ I delight to do your 
will, my God. Fr. Binit Kumar has gone home to do the 
will of Him who called him in this world and conse-
crated him to be his priest.

Remembering the dead, caring for their graves and prayers 
of suffrage, are the testimony of confident hope, rooted in the 
certainty that death does not have the last word on human exis-
tence, for man is destined to a life without limits, which has its 
roots and its fulfillment in God. Let us raise this prayer to God: 
"God of infinite mercy, we entrust to your immense goodness all 
those who have left this world for eternity, where you wait for all 
humanity, redeemed by the precious blood of Christ your Son, 
who died as a ransom for our sins."                          (Pope Francis)
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APPOINTMENTS AND TRANSFERS
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Appointments
15.04.2021 Fr. Likulano, Lawrence Mbapolo  ZAM sup/dist North District   tri

15.04.2021 Bro. Gatefe, Godwin Valentine K.  ZAM vic/sup/dist North District   tri

15.04.2021 Fr. Bwalya, Kangwa   ZAM adm/dist North District   tri

01.06.2021 Fr. Kaluza, Henryk   POL adm/dom Holy Cross Nysa   aft

01.06.2021 Fr. Suban Koten, Gabriel   TLS Z. coord ASPAC    tri

01.06.2021 Fr. Rodrigues, Maxim   ING Z. Chair.execom ASPAC   tri

01.06.2021 Fr. Ziebura, Eugeniusz   JPN Z.mem.execom ASPAC   tri

01.06.2021 Fr. Nai, Yustinus Didimus  IDT Z.mem.execom ASPAC   tri

01.06.2021 Fr. Rass, Josefo Asaeli    AUS Z.mem.execom ASPAC   tri

01.06.2021 Fr. Marquez, Jerome    PHC Z.mem.execom ASPAC   tri

03.06.2021 Bro. Kanarski, Wiktor   PNG adm/dist Simgo District   aft

07.06.2021 Fr. Michal, Tomaszewski   PNG ZACoord.form ASPAC   tri

08.06.2021 Bro. Simonetti, Douglas   KEN Gen.Asst.Bros.form  ad finen sexenium

08.06.2021 Fr. Estrada, Christian   ROM assistant oecon/gen ad finem sexenium

08.06.2021 Fr. Simangi, Stephen Rex   PNG cons/prov     aft

18.06.2021 Fr. Manzana, Dennis   SIN member International Core Team AJSN

18.06.2021 Fr. Krzyzagórski, Michal   SIN cons/prov     aft

20.06.2021 Fr. Emuty Yudosukmono, Mikael  MAD mag/nov Antsirabe   1 yr.

20.06.2021 Fr. Quadros, Sebastian Jose  MAD vic/mag/nov Antsirabe   1 yr.

20.06.2021 Fr. Ayakwah, Frank Owusu  MAD Praeses M. Formation Fianarantsoa  aft

20.06.2021 Fr. Jewarut, Theobaldus   MAD vic/praeses M. Formation Fianarantsoa aft

20.06.2021 Fr. Andriamiandosoa, Lucien  MAD dir/post Antananarivo   1 yr.

10.07.2021 Fr. Kerketta, Clement   INE sup/dist Jharsuguda District   aft

10.07.2021 Fr. Kerketta, Christopher   INE vic/sup/dist Jharsuguda District  aft

10.07.2021 Bro. Tete, Oscar    INE adm/dist Jharsuguda District   aft

10.07.2021 Fr. Rodrigues,Lancy   INE sup/dist Sambalpur District   aft

10.07.2021 Fr. Anthony, Joseph   INE vic/sup/dist Sambalpur District  aft

10.07.2021 Fr. Soreng, Zephyrinus   INE adm/dist Sambalpur District   aft

Transfers
05.05.2021 Fr. Jessing, Ludger Josef   USS/GER

08.06.2021 Fr. Estrada, Christian   JPN/ROM

10.06.2021 Bro. Manek, Silvester   IDE/IDR for formation work

18.06.2021 Bro. Himang Pai, Yosep   ZAM/IDJ

22.06.2021 Fr. Liebner, James   USC/USW
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FIRST ASSIGNMENT - June 2021
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