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gn certain village there

lived a monk. He was re-
markable in his austerity of
life style. He was a scintil-
lating doyen during his
time. He also earned his
esteem from the villagers
immensely. Village people
frequented him for the solu-
tions to their problems and
difficulties. At the same
time a king too lived in the
same village. He had his
luxury at his best, a palace,
guard and soldiers. He
ruled the kingdom for years
and made his final will be-
fore he breathed his last.
His last will to be fulfilled at
any cost or else his soul
would not rest in peace.
This stringent condition
was made known to every
one including the country
men. The wish was that,
king had nine horses and
those horses to be distrib-
uted among the Vvillage

soldiers and

people,
prince.

King’'s wish was
that, prince should get two
horses and rest should be
divided equally without
cutting it among the villag-
ers and soldiers. Keeping
such an ambiguity condi-
tion the king breathed his
last. Everyone in the king-
dom was distressed by
such condition.

The wise men
from the village decided to
call for meeting and the
monk too was informed
about the complexity of the
issue. Monk being God-
man was asked to resolve
the matter and distribute
the horses among the vil-
lagers, soldiers and prince.
All the nine horses and
conditions were placed
before the monk. Being a
Godman, monk closed his
eyes for a while, breathed
deeply and asked his per-

sonal horse to be placed
among the nine horses.
Now then it became ten
and the distribution be-
came easy. Prince was
awarded with two horses,
remaining eight horses
were equally  divided
among the villagers and
soldiers. Villagers were
awarded with four horses
as well as soldiers were
awarded with four horses
too. The king’s condition
was perfectly fulfiled and
every one applauded for
such a wise decision. As
the distribution was over,
the monk rode on his horse
back and went to his mon-
astery.

This is a simple
mathematics of addition.
When human adds divine
in his life all worries, anxie-
ties, sorrows, excruciating
pain, uncertainties etc. are
resolved. Though we meet
Christ every day in the are-
na of our life, it is Christ-
mas that makes a remarka-
ble addition into human life
which takes place to multi-
ply joy, prosperity and hap-
piness. Through simple
mathematics, let us add
Baby Jesus into our life,
multiply our joys and divide
our sorrows. Wish you all
Merry Christmas and Hap-
py New Year — 2021.

ING editorial desk
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Dear Friends,

More than a year has passed since
the pandemic Covid 19 has affected our
land. No one ever thought in the least that it
would affect us in such a drastic way. There
were many such sicknesses sprang up but
they did not spread so globally like this one.

As we come close to the celebration of
Christmas and the New Year 2021, we will
be facing the same situation as that of East-
er which we celebrated this year. We are
deeply and eagerly waiting to be relieved and
liberated from the Pandemic and normalise
our life as before. However, the daily up-
dates shock us and put us again into uncer-
tainty as to whether ‘that day’ will ever come!
Our leaders are assure us indefinitely. Our
scientists work on experiments unceasingly.
We keep on waiting endlessly. When this
wait will ever end? Will it ever end? Question
remains unanswered. Yet our belief in the
promise of God does keep us faith filled and
hope filled in our waiting.

As our waiting continues let not our
celebration of Christmas not hinder us to cel-
ebrate the event of the coming of our Sav-
iour. As He comes to be part of our uncer-
tain world He brings to us a message of
peace, love and joy. He wants us to know
that He is part of OUR LIFE AND WORLD.

In this context the words of Pope
Francis echo to mind saying, “There is more
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than one pandemic in the world now. Rac-
ism, inequality, hate speech, disregard for
the poor, the elderly and the unborn, traffick-
ing of women and children, hunger - all are
with us in pandemic proportions. Against
these, we must develop the vaccines of com

passion.” We invite Jesus to fill us with this

compassion. The Encyclical, ‘Frateli Tuti’,

calling us for ‘solidarity to all’ is so relevant

for our world today.

As we move towards the day of the
birth of Jesus celebrating his life with us in
every way | wish and pray for each one you
that you may be blessed by His Divine pres-
ence as you celebrate this joyful feast with
the people. May you continue to remain
safe following all the necessary safety norms
because we are still at war with not only the
Corona Virus but many other viruses.

As ING Region we gratefully remember
and recall the blessings we have received
from God to accomplish our ING Vision, “I
have come that you may LIFE”. We wish and
pray for the blessings of this Divine LIFE to
all our collaborators, people in our missions
and our benefactors. May our families and
communities be enriched by the LIFE the
Christ Jesus came down to bring us by the
Word becoming flesh and dwelling among
us.

Wishing each one of you a grace filled
blessings of Christmas and of the New
Year 2021.

Fr. Maxim Rodrigues SVD
Regional Superior, ING



Girl Child Day in Ambassa

Ambassa (Tripura): September 8, 2020.
Catholic Church Ambassa Celebrated Girl
Child Day in a ceremonious way. Parishioners,
Priests and religious from neighbouring parish-
es gathered in the evening at 5:30 for the cele-
bration. Faithful offered prayers and flowers to
Bambino to celebrate Mother Mary’s birthday.
It was also a 145" birthday/foundation day of
SVD congregation. At the culmination of Nove-

na prayers people lit the candles at the Marian
Grotto and prayed for girl children. After the
solemn Mass Girl children cut the cake and oth-
ers wished them as the congregation sang with
one voice...May God Bless you..... After the re-
cession tea and snacks was served to all the
people keeping in mind the SOPs during this
covid-19.

News bureau, Ambassa.

JUBILEE FELICITATION & CONFIRMATION
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Ambassa (Tripura): 01 November, 2020,
Catholic Church Ambassa organized Con-
firmation day for 47 parishioners in Lal-
chari. Bishop Lumen administered the sac-
rament to these candidates who were ready
since few months. Ambassa parish church
was filled with faithful since morning 8:30
am. It was visible that there was no fear of
Corona virus epidemic and prior to it; lead-
ers were at the entrance of the Church to
sanitize the hands before they entered the
Church. At the first glance when Bishop
looked at the congregation slowly uttered to

me ‘it looks like a parish feast’, indeed they

i

For the first time such a big crowd gathered

after the lockdown during this pandemic.

awas felicitated for his Episcopal Jubilee
year. Mr. Kamal Debbarma PPC vice secre-
tary read the history of the Diocese and
Bishop Lumen. Miss Anjana Bongcher vest-
ed the celebrant with locally designed Chas-
uble, while a woman greeted Bishop with
flower bouquet. When Bishop cut the deco-
rated jubilee cake, choir sang a melodious
number and congregation clapped their
hands. It was awful to see all the Mondoli/
Motha leaders were in line to present and

wish Bishop on the occasion of his Jubilee.

News bureau, Ambassa.



SEMINAR ON WOMEN LEADERSHIP AT KAMRANGA PARISH

Women are no more behind the main
stream of life...why they should be in faith
community? Women play vital role in shap-

ing spiritual life of the family school. They
should be encouraged and strengthened
to do more. A day of seminar, was orga-
nized to enhance women leadership at St.
Raphael Parish, Kamranga on 3" Novem-
ber 2020. There were about 40 women
participated actively in it.

Sr. Susheela Xess SSpS (Agartala)
was the resource person for the pro-
gramme, who emphasized the important
role of mothers in the family and society in
faith formation.

NEW WAYS OF COMMUNICATING THE CHURCH

Ambassa (Tripura): 25 October, 2020. Holy
Spirit Church Ambassa organized two days
program for the lay-leaders on ‘New way of
Communicating the Church’ on October 24 &
25™ at Ambassa. There were young and old
around105 participants from various villages.
Fr. Buban Sarkar originally from West Bengal
serving in Depachara Parish of Agartala Dio-
cese and Fr. Ivan D’Silva SVD the parish
priest was the resource persons. They dealt on
the topics of Family issues, Marriage cases,
Social media, active participation in the church
and leadership. The sessions were more partic-
ipative and interactive through the power point
presentation and questions. Pandemic has
made us to opt for a new normal and in this
new normal period we have found complicated
problems mushrooming. Leaders today should

know to handle new problems emerging due to

online and virtual phase where students and
youth are occupied. These days are holidays
and the inclination among the youth is to loiter
in towns and near festival pergola. In order to
keep away from this lure Parish Council mem-
bers decided to organize two days of classes on
the new ways of communicating the church.
Participants requested for more classes on this

in the coming days.
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News bureau, Ambassa



A SUCCESS STORY

Olsho Bani Society managed to
shift this foreign liquor shop from
Ambassa Railway gate through sig-
nature campaign memorandum
submitted to DM and SDM, Dhalai,
Tripura

| The Confreres and students at Janssen
minor Seminary celebrated Family Feast
on 30th October 2020. it was a time of
coming together and celebrating each
ones presence with various gifts and tal-
ents. The seminarians got chance to
showcase their talents and skills sports

and other competitions.

News bureau, ING

CHRISTMAS PEACE RALLY

Ambassa, (Tripura), 2020. Holy catholic church ,
Ambassa celebrated advance Christmas on 20t
December . parishioners gathered in front of the
crib at 9:00 am and parish priest Fr. lvan D’Silva
SVD blessed it. Child Jesus was taken into the
Church as the entrance hymn was sung. More than
450 people participated in the holy mass and of-
fered homemade Christmas snacks. After the mass
faithful wished one another and shared home-
made sweets. Then there was a Christmas Peace
Rally to Neithungul Halam Tribal village. In this pro-
gram warm clothes were distributed to the poor
and needy.




SELF-RELIANCE DURING PANDAMIC

; yOlSHO BANI SQCIETY

= Organizes =
‘SELF - RELIENCE' Programme for
DHALAI Dt. Beneficiaries
On 27/09/2020 at LALCHARI, AMBASSA

Ambassa (Tripura): September 27, 2020;
Oisho Bani Society organized awareness pro-
gramme for the 58 beneficiaries of Dhalai Dt
in Oisho Bani Society office, Lalchari. Fr.
Ivan D’Silva a member of the registered Soci-
ety along with revolving financial committee
members organized this half day programme
on ‘Atma Nirbar’ (Self-Reliance). Mr. Joy
Monik Bongcher the Panchayat extension of-
ficer was the main speaker of the day. He ap-
preciated the step taken by Oisho Bani Socie-
ty to find right beneficiaries and helping them
to stand on their own feet through live stock
rearing programme and other small business-
es. Mr. Dr. Asok Debbarma an Ayurvedic
physician said, ‘“Self-reliance programme
doesn’t start with the money but it begins

with one’s own will power to develop crea-

tively, which is supported by finance and ide-
as”. Mr. Sunil Debbarma the secretary of the
revolving financial committee explained the
pros & cons of this project. The self-reliance
programme was started last year giving help
for 24 beneficiaries to rear the live stocks. It
was great successful and committee decided
to help more people this year looking at the
existing situation of Pandemic. When the cen-
tral government has declared ‘Atma Nirbhar’
programme this year, Oisho Bani Society in
collaboration with the Catholic Church has
already implemented this programme last
year in Ambassa and continues this year and

hope to continue in coming years too.

News bureau, Ambassa.



CHRISTO MELA GOES GREEN AMIDST PANDEMIC AT KAMRANGA PARISH

Pandemic could not stop parishioners in
celebrating famous Christo Mela at Kamranga
on 20th Dec. 2020. Unity and harmony of the
parish defeated the pandemic in celebrating it.
Keeping Pandemic SOPs, parishioners gathered
in the parish church at 9am for adoration fol-
lowed by Holy Eucharist. Mass began with a
beautiful Reang entrance dance, Bible proces-
sion and intercessory prayer from different com-
munity. All village leaders were welcomed and
honoured. Christmas cultural completions fol-

lowed Christmas carol and blessing of the crib.
Different communities performed items in the pro-
gramme. The entire responsibility of Christo mela
celebration was taken up and done well by the
parishioners. The celebration ended with Christ-
mas fellowship lunch on the green campus of the
school. Christo Mela has truly united the parish-
ioners.

Fr. Arun Minj SVD, Parish Priest, Kamranga

CHRIST THE KING UNITES COMMUNITIES AT KAMRANGA

On 22nd November Christ the King was
taken in procession at Kamranga parish from
one community to another amidst singing and
slogans. People participated from Halam, Deb-
barma, Reang, Kharia and Oraon communi-
ties. Parishioners appreciated and participat-
ed wholeheartedly in the procession for the
first time. It was truly the experience of unity
and harmony that Christ the King brings
amidst divided communities and society.

Fr. Arun Minj SVD, Parish Priest, Kamranga



YOUTH AWARENESS PROGRAMME, KAMRANGA

Youth are the future of the Church and
society. They need support and guidance to be
faithful and committed in the Church. They

need catechism and faith formation specially sac-
rament of marriage. They need lots of help and
guidance with regard to inter denomination and
inter faith marriages etc. We organized youth
awareness programme to help the youth at our
parish on 09™ December 2020. Fr. Ivan D’Silva
SVD was the resource person, who highlighted
the adverse influence of modern media on youth
today. There were about 45 youth attended the
awareness seminar.

Fr. Arun Minj SVD, Parish Priest, Kamranga

NEW VILLAGE CHAPEL IS BLESSED

= =

Ambassa (Tripura): 15 November, 2020 a
new village Chapel at Dhonchara in Ambassa
Parish was blessed by Bishop Lumen Monteiro
CSC, the Bishop of Agartala Diocese. It was a
Sunday, a day of Joy and Blessing for the peo-
ple of Dhonchara Catholics. They have been
waiting for this day since the village chapel
construction work had begun a year ago.
Around 450 parishioners were waiting at 09:00
am to welcome Bishop around 500 meters
away from the Chapel. He was received by
young and old with flowers and a song in Mol-
som language. Bishop then blessed the human
size statues of Sacred Heart of Jesus, Mother

Mary and St. Peter. Along with the statues
Bishop was taken in procession with joyful
hymns to the newly built Chapel. After placing
the statues on the elevation of the church Fr.
Jeevan Kennedy SVD, the Vice-Regional Su-
perior of ING and along with local church
leaders inaugurated the Church by cutting the
ribbon. Fr. Thumma Lourdu Mareddy the as-
sistant Ambassa parish priest unveiled the
plaque and Bishop Lumen Blessed the Chapel.
Bishop and concelebrant were led to the altar
by traditionally dressed girls with an entrance
dance in Molsom tribal language. Holy Mass
was a thanks giving to the Almighty Lord for
the beautiful church. It was the time to pray
and thank all those who worked for it, donated
money, slogged to complete the work of chap-
el. The beautiful choir in Molsom language
added to the devotion to the liturgy. The felici-
tation to Bishop, Fathers, sisters, masons and
the local leaders with tradition attire was a
symbol of love and gratitude. The lunch was
prepared for all the people and it was a com-
munity meal to thank one another.

Ivan D’Silva, SVD



MEDIA & PASTORAL COMMUNICATION TO WOMEN LEADERS

'y 4 ﬁ» L =5
I (D0 SO CONMY 0N

(DIOCESE OF AGARTALA)

Kachuchara (Tripura) 29, November 2020:
Around 69 women leaders from Ambassa Parish
had gathered in Kachuchara village to learn more
about Pastoral Communication. Fr. Ivan D’Silva,
SVD the Social Communication Coordinator of
Agartala Diocese was the resource person. It was
a continuous class of training on Media Education

from last year. First it was more of revision for

Banderdewa: 20th December, 2020.

On 20th December Holy Trinity Church at
Banderwa was blessed by Most. Rev. Dr. John
Thomas Kattrukundyil, the Bishop of Itanagar in
the presence of Shri Tana Hali Tara, Honorable
MLA 14™ Doimukh Assembly Constituency. This

those who attended last year on Social media and
new learning for the new participants. This year
one of the strong challenges issue faced by these
mothers is about ‘ONLINE’. Practically this was
the burning issue raised often during the session.
There was lot of interaction, clarification and
confusion too on online issue due to covid-19.
One of the strong evaluated and appreciated
points was training on Media Education and pas-
toral communication. Mrs Lata Marak the one of
the participants said “regular classes on this topic
for the old and new participants certainly would
help us to face the challenges, especially to guide
our children”. It was decided to have more classes
on the training session on Media Education in

coming months.

News bureau, Ambassa.

PARISH CHURCH BLESSING AT BANDERDEW.
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event was witnessed by many fathers, religious
and faithful. This magnificent church stands as a
beautiful example of the cooperation and support
of generous people,. The church was successfully
and beautifully built under the able leadership
and guidance of Fr. Soby Pulickeel SVD.



10

LIFE AFTER THE PANDEMIC: COVID-19 AND ITS INVITATION TO OUR COLLECTIVE FUTURE

The pandemic is not over, yet.
But, the decision we all must take is
regarding the need to rebuild our
lives and the world, which should be
done decisively taking lessons from
this unprecedented crisis which hu-
manity as a whole grappled with for a
long time now. Certainly, the virus
menace was experienced by everyone
without discrimination, and the
shaping of the post-Covid-19 world
should become a shared responsibil-
ity for everyone in the planet as well.
For this, even in the midst of mani-
fold sufferings and bewilderment we
need to sow seeds of hope that will be
an essential dimension for our on-
ward journey, our collective future.

iving in this time of uncertain-
ties has taught us various important
lessons. While none of us have expe-
rienced the specific details of the
challenges before us, we are not with-
out resources to help see us through.
It is time for everyone to share that
path breaking lessons with people
and leaders around the world and
that might contribute towards en-
hancing their leadership knowledge,
wisdom, and viewpoint to inform and
inspire many more so that life will
move on even amidst real challenges
and seeming impossibilities.

It is a fact that to survive this
pandemic, the entire planet must re-
formulate its way of operating. We
certainly require enormous coopera-
tion between individuals, societies,

K. Jose SVD

and countries; otherwise everything
will remain the same, with populist
and irresponsible leadership exacer-
bating nationalist feelings over the
planetary common good. Not only
that a shared future is better than a
lonely one. It's better to realize sooner
that there is no future if it is not
shared. The current pandemic has
placed the whole world at a standstill
with nations going into lockdown to
stall the virus’s relentless march.
Still, there is no specific data on
when situations will stabilize. What is
certain is that the people are learning
valuable lessons through this global
crisis, and life after COVID is sure to
change for the better.

As Pope Francis rightly observes,
as members of one human family and
residents of our only common home, a
dangerous selfishness infects many
more of us than Covid-19. “We have
failed in our responsibility to be guardi-
ans and stewards of the earth. We need
only take a frank look at the facts to
see that our common home is falling in-
to serious disrepair. We have polluted
it, we have despoiled it, endangering
our very lives.... We have no future if
we destroy the vey environment that
sustains us” (Cfr. 2020:14).

Most of the people in the world
are aware that pandemic of this sort is
an invitation for us to read the signs
that Covid-19 has unequivocally dis-
played. We may never forget that how
loss of human contact during this time
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profoundly impoverished us when
separated from family members,
neighbours, friends, co-workers, in-
cluding the utter cruelty of being un-
able to accompany the dying in their
last moments and then mourn them
properly. It is an invitation for us not
to take togetherness and companion-
ship of our beloved ones for granted
in the future too, but we shall try to
rediscover it and strengthen it more
than ever.

Now, while we are looking forward
to a slow and arduous recovery from
the pandemic, there is a danger that
we will forget those who are left be-
hind. The risk is that we may then be
struck by an even worse virus, that of
selfish indifference. A virus spread by
the thought that life is better if it is
better for me, and that everything will
be fine if it is fine for me. The present
pandemic, however, reminds us that
there are no differences or borders
between those who suffer. We are all
frail, all equal, and all precious. To-
day, we need to take even the small-
est along with us. It is not enough to
see that only a small part of the hu-
man family moved ahead with ease,
while others suffer in agony and pain.

Living with Covid 19: Some
deep rooted changes

No government since 1947 can truth-
fully claim that it has succeeded in

liberating every Indian from poverty
and ignorance, and disease and ine-
quality of opportunity (Mukerjee,
2020). Living with the Covid-19 dis-
aster has activated deep rooted
changes in the structure of the econ-
omy which may outlast the crisis,
feels Dr. Abhirup Sarkar (2020).
Sarkar continues saying ‘the Indian
economy was in a phase of slow-
down when Covid-19 hit the country’.
Now we need to launch a collective
resolve to re-imagine a more sustain-
able and resilient human fraternity
taking some major components of the
society as quickly as possible. In the
case of Covid-19, probabilistic think-
ing and decision making are made
even more difficult by the shortage of
good data on how the virus is trans-
mitted and the most effective treat-
ment strategies, plus there are politi-
cal and time pressures (Dipanjon
Konwar, 2020). For students, school
life is absurdly incomplete without
the action packed day of running in
the corridors, hurling things around
in class and being punished by angry
teachers (Vandana Vasudevan,
2020). The head of the UN food agen-
cy has warned, “As the world is deal-
ing with the coronavirus pandemic, it
is on the brink of a hunger pandemic
that could lead to multiple famines of
biblical proportions.” The UN World
Food Programme has warned that an
estimated 265 million people could
face acute food security by the end of



12

2020 (Banasmita Baruah, 2020). In
the future, we will find a return to
normalcy in many aspects of life. But
there is no question that many things
will change, possibly forever. Covid-
19 has altered the experience of be-
ing a customer, an employee, a citi-
zen, and a human. One can expect to
see behavior shifts for some time to
come (Tarun Ch. Bordoloi, 2020).

Let us welcome this time of trial as
an opportunity to prepare for our col-
lective future, a future for all without
discarding anyone. Because, without
an all-embracing vision, there will be
no future for anyone. We need to tell
the stories of hope to many more
people while living in solidarity with
one another. We have a shared future
if we do not destroy the very environ-
ment that sustains us. The virus has
altered our lifestyle in many ways.
Today, when we realize that the virus
in all probability is going to stay for a
long while as virologists caution us,
the life must go on. As it is in human
nature that we learn day by day to
evolve and adapt to changing situa-
tions, we need to gain that resilience
and openness to look out for various
options to live, work and worship
among other areas of involvement.

In the months ahead, as the virus
waxes and wanes in different areas,
the need will be to enhance capacity
and augment resources with more

determination and better
ordination. For example, are we as a
nation ready and prepared to manu-
facture the life saving vaccine for this
pandemic and drawing out mecha-
nisms to distribute it methodological-
ly? The National Expert Group on
Vaccine Administration for Covid-19
is working on these issues of manu-
facturing capacity, delivery mecha-
nism, digital inventories and the stra-
tegic order in which the population
will be vaccinated. It is important to
put a very detailed plan in place and
maximize the benefits of the vaccine
rather than encounter chaos when at
last the vaccine arrives (Times of In-
dia, Sept. 17, 2020).

Living with Covid-19 is an invitation
for all of us to adopt the best practic-
es of any parts of the world to make
every day living meaningful and sus-
tainable. We are invited to embark on
a striking and wondrous balance be-
tween efficiency, market economics
and equality of opportunity while car-
ing for the health of everyone. We
need to reinvent ourselves in mutual
understanding and building on the
good will of one and all. No one can
deny that suddenly, the virus had
made its home in the body of lakhs of
people in different countries around
the world. The coronavirus that start-
ed in the city of Wuhan, China, on
December 31, 2019, managed to
travel across the length and breadth
of the world, ignoring borders, cul-

CO-
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tural differences, climatic zones and
many other differences between peo-
ples and nations.

Set Priorities for COVID-19 Research
This outbreak of unimaginable pro-
portions brought many stakeholders
together, especially the leading
health experts from around the world
who have been meeting at the World
Health Organization’s Geneva head-
quarters at regular intervals to as-
sess the current level of knowledge
about the new COVID-19 disease,
identify gaps and work together to
accelerate and fund priority research
needed to help stop this outbreak
and prepare for any future out-
breaks.

Many scientists have in uncertain
terms reiterated that this outbreak of
Covd-19 which turned into a pan-
demic with unprecedented speed was
a test of solidarity - political, finan-
cial and scientific. They have realized
that there is an immediate need to
come together to fight a common en-
emy that does not respect borders,
ensure that we have the resources
necessary to bring this outbreak to
an end by drawing up concrete plans
and commitment to work with many
likeminded agencies - a multi-
pronged attack of the problem. Today
we are aware that some of the most
exciting and most promising vac-
cines are on the way to success after

rigorous research and they are ap-
proaching our grasp soon!

The coronavirus disease 2019
(COVID-19) pandemic is having a
profound effect on all aspects of soci-
ety, including mental health and
physical health. There is an im-
portant need to explore the psycho-
logical, social, and neuroscientific ef-
fects of COVID-19 and set out the
immediate priorities and longer-term
strategies for mental health science
research. Many countries have
launched these and other important
tasks as vital priorities and have
launched sample surveys of the pub-
lic and assigned expert panels com-
prising of health experts of the coun-
try and scientific research teams.
What about us in India? We need to
heed to recommit on our determina-
tion for undertaking vital researches
on health. This invitation to our col-
lective future can only be denied at
our own peril!

Salient Changes for the Better

This pandemic made people learn to
live with the bare essentials during
the lockdown. Healthy home-cooked
meals replaced junk food. It made
families work together to protect all
members from harm. Every member
is assisting in household chores,
along with caring for the children
and the elderly, developing stronger
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bonds. Post-lockdown as well, the vi-
rus will take time to be completely
eradicated, making social distancing
and other measures a part of the long
-term future. The pandemic stressed
the need to prepare the healthcare
system for handling rapid surges in
the volumes of patients. Steps are
underway for creating adequate ca-
pacity in hospitals to cope with emer-
gencies better. Wearing masks, using
hand-sanitizers, and maintaining
physical distances are going to be the
new normal.

As people work together in breaking
the chain of coronavirus infection, a
better world is emerging. This is the
lesson that we must take into the
post-Covid-19 world: The time has
come to mobilize this goodness in our
midst, rather than drive it to the side-
lines through institutions and incen-
tive systems that reward selfishness
and predatory competitiveness. The
tough times are sure to pass, leaving
behind the wisdom of practicing com-
passion and caring for what genuine-
ly matters in life, like the welfare of
family members. The time has come
to re-evaluate the appropriate goal of
business; the goal of our economic
activities; the goal of our ideologies
and social conventions; and the goal
of our local, national and internation-
al governance structures. The pan-
demic shows us that the goals of all
these domains must always be the

same: contributing to the fulfillment
of human needs and purposes. This
requires us to cooperate locally, na-
tionally, and globally when we face
challenges of various intensities.

Therefore, life after the pandemic
should be appreciated by one and all
because the times gone by have
taught us better lessons of love than
hate. It has opened our eyes to the
need for food for sustenance, not lux-
ury. It has taught us that disease
knows no geographic, ethnic, caste,
and religious boundaries. Our hand
wash, masks, social distancing and
other daily commitment to protecting
oneself and others surely is an invita-
tion to a collective future. May our ef-
forts to learn lessons in caring for
oneself, others, and humanity includ-
ing our mother Earth be crowned
with.

*k%k
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